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Precise attention to detail 
in each aspect of growing 
every crop in every part 

of every field certainly isn’t easy 
when you’re managing 2400 
ha in 40 separate parcels of 
land up to 25 miles apart under 
17 different contract farming 
agreements.

But this is exactly what father 
and son, Bill and Eric Wright 
and their six-man Wrights 
Agriculture team are doing in 
north Leicestershire and south 
Nottinghamshire, by making 
the very most of modern 
farming and communication 
technologies.

From Glebe Farm, Saxelbye 
near Melton Mowbray, they’ve 
grown and developed the family 
business impressively over the 
past five years, in particular, 
with a tightly-managed recipe 
of precision, performance, 
efficiency and accountability 
based on long-term land care.

Application information based 
on agronomy recommendations 

from their Agrii agronomist, 
Harry Abell, are transmitted to 
the field team and operating 
records automatically updated 
to the management computer at 
Glebe Farm through individual 
iPads using the simple Dropbox 
system.

An individual approach
“The technology allows us to 
manage our scale of operations 
with the individual field care 
and attention we’ve always seen 
as vital,” stressed Bill Wright. 
“We manage all our crops by 
individual soil zones rather than 

fields. This means we can fine-
tune our farming from Day One, 
rather than having to move 
forward by trial and error.”

Precision in action
“Recently we’ve been moving 
to variable seed rates for all our 
crops, varying winter wheat 
sowing from 100 to 400 kg/ha in 
some fields as much to combat 
grass weeds as to even-up 
establishment. We’re also using 
satellite imagery through the 
Agrii Precision Services portal to 
vary our nitrogen applications.

“Harry and I are now starting 
to use satellite images  to 
fine-tune our wheat and OSR 
fungicide and PGR rates too,” 
he added. “This season, for 
instance, we’ve been increasing 
our T0, T1 and stem-extension 
applications in the thicker areas 
of the crops carrying greater 
risks of disease and lodging, 
while reducing rates in the 
thinner areas.”

Precision data is everything for large- 
scale growth at Wrights Agriculture

The business-wide IT system at Wrights 
Agriculture is also used to:
+ Manage all field operations to detailed  
 work plans
+ Maintain all operational and field  
 records
+ Ensure all the right products are in the  
 right places at the right times
+ Provide all team members with the most cost-effective daily  
 travel plans
+ Schedule all machinery servicing and repair on contract  
 with specialists, Farol
+ Organise all seed, fertiliser and agrochemical purchasing
+ Store all field, NVZ, nutrient and other maps
+ Manage all grain drying and storage
+ Organise all farm-saved seed processing
+ Manage all business finances with Andersons
+ Give all the farming partners and their agents access to the  
 fullest possible records.

L-R Eric and Bill Wright

“ SoilQuest scanning  
 and sampling allows us  
 to understand the  
 actual variations in  
 soils across our fields,  
 enabling us to be much  
 more precise in our  
 phosphate, potash and  
 lime applications.”  
 Eric Wright
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This year at our Autumn iFarm 
events we’ll be focusing on all things 
nutrition – macro, micro, liquid and 
precision.

20th October 
Bartonfields

3rd November 
South Wales 

9th November  
South West 

10th November  
Dorset 

24th November 
Brackley 

7th December 
South Wales results meeting

8th December (TBC)  
Newton Purcell 

If you’d like any more information, or 
would like to attend any of our events, 
please get in touch with your usual 
Agrii contact, email events@agrii.
co.uk, or call Maz Ward 01480 418172

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Agrii at events in the west! Going liquid in  
the West

Thank you to everyone who visited 
our stand at the summer shows 
around the region in 2016. We 

were especially proud to win prizes for 
best stand at both the North Devon and 
Honiton Shows. We also had stands at the 
National Sheep Event, Burwarton Show, 
Llanfyllin Show, Usk Show, and at the 
Welsh Ploughing Championships. 

Coming up we’re sponsoring the 
Three Counties Farming Conference 
on November 17th. More information 
can be found at www.threecounties.
co.uk/farmingconference/.  We’re also 
looking forward to being at the Royal 
Welsh Winter Fair again on 28th and 29th 
November – please come and visit our 
stand in the Glamorgan Hall.

Your local team: News and iFarm dates

Agrii Forage and Livestock Team

Based from locations across the 
West, our animal health specialists 
can help meet all of your livestock 

needs:
+ Drenches, Pour-ons and Injections
+ Trace element drenches and boluses
+ Proteins, mineral buckets and blocks
+ Milk powders
+ Compound feeds
+ Animal health sundries
+ Mobile livestock handling equipment

These pictures show two 50,000 
litre Agrii GRP tanks recently 
delivered to one of our customers 

in Oxfordshire. More and more of our 
customers in the west are now thinking 
about converting to liquid. If you’d like 
more information please speak to your 
usual Agrii contact, or come to one of our 
autumn iFarm events. 

We’re pleased to be welcoming Dr 
Andrew Clark, Head of Policy 
for the NFU to our South Wales 

Autumn iFarm event on 3rd November 
at Corntown Cricket Club. Dr Clark will 
be discussing what Brexit means for 
agriculture in Wales, including possible 
changes to payments and what is likely 
to happen after this year’s payments. For 
more information about the event, or if 
you’d like to attend, please email events@
agrii.co.uk or call Maz Ward on 01480 418172.

Agrii is pleased to be sponsoring 
the 2016 YAE award, which is 
looking for an individual who has 

demonstrated vision, innovation and 
entrepreneurial spirit in setting up an 
agricultural enterprise. This is a chance for 
you to win £3000 to invest in your business, 
but also to gain recognition and the 
opportunity to develop relationships with 
new contacts, clients and suppliers. The 
deadline for applications is 17th October 
2016. Five finalists will be invited to exhibit 
at the Three Counties Farming Conference 
on 17th November. For more information 
please visit www.yaeawards.co.uk.

What does Brexit mean 
for agriculture in Wales?

Young Agricultural  
Entrepreneur of the  
Year Award

+ Dairy and hygiene chemicals
+ Electric fencing and stock fencing  
 products
+ Grassland management and agronomy
+ Fertiliser and Seed 
+ Harvest – crop packaging and string

Please get in touch or visit us at our 
Ludlow Shop or at Welshpool Market.
+ Ludlow: 01584 872134
+ Knighton: 01547 529073
+ Presteigne: 01544 260140 
+ Welshpool Market

If you don’t currently receive our animal 
health newsletter and would like to, 
please email events@agrii.co.uk or call 
Maz on 01480 418172. 



Research update from the West Region
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West Technology Centre and iFarm R&D Update
Dr Syed Shah, West Region R&D Manager.
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Average grain yield of winter wheat varieties in the west  
(Brackley, Dorset, AgriiFocus and S Wales) 2015-2016
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Fig 1

Fig 2
Trial 16712-Effect of rate of different fungicide programmes on grain yield  

of winter wheat (Costello) at the Somerset iFarm Drilled on 25.09.15
Treatments were applied only at T1 (27th April 2016) and T2 (20th May 2016) 
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All trials in Agrii’s 
West region have 
now been combined 

and data is being analysed. 
There were significant 
differences amongst varieties 
in terms of their yields 
and susceptibility to foliar 
diseases such as Septoria 
and yellow rust.  Averaged 
over four sites (AgriiFocus, 
Brackley, South Wales 
and Dorset), the variety 
Graham was the highest 
yielding in the untreated 
plots, whilst Reflection 
produced the lowest yield 
(Fig 1). However, Reflection 
responded positively to a 
robust fungicide programme 
and stood second in terms 
of yield in the treated plots. 
This year there was not 
enough sunlight during the 
key growth stages of winter 
wheat and this was probably 
one of the reasons for the 
low specific weight of a few 
varieties on some farms, and 
in the replicated Agrii trials 
in the west. 

At the Somerset iFarm, 
the effects of two rates of 
fungicide were investigated 
on winter wheat (Costello). 
This variety has a good level 
of resistance to Septoria but a 
robust fungicide programme 
comprised of triazole + SDHI 
with multisite gave 0.8 t ha-1 
higher yield than without 
multisite (Fig 2). This yield 
enhancement confirmed the 

Untreated

Fig 3 Trial 16706-Effect of trace elements on grain yield of winter 
wheat (Solace) at S Wales 2015-2016
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Fig 4 Trial 16320-Effect of interaction of trace elements x  
fungicide on grain yield of  Dickens at AgriiFocus- 

Drilled on 4th September 2015

G
ra

in
 Y

ie
ld

 (t
 h

a-1
)

7.00

7.50

8.00

8.50

6.50

6.00

5.50

5.00
Robust fungicide  

programme
Robust fungicide  
programme plus  
standard trace  

element programme

benefit of using the protectant 
fungicide (chlorothalonil - CTL) 
in the fungicide programme 
to maximise yield and reduce 
selection pressure for Septoria 
strains resistant to triazoles and 
SDHI fungicides. 

At the South Wales iFarm and 
at AgriiFocus, we repeated the 
trace element trial on winter 
wheat (Solace and Dickens). 
The trace element programme 
gave a 0.5  t ha-1 yield response 
compared to the plots without 
trace elements (Figs 3 and 4). 
This tended to confirm the 
benefit of using trace elements 
for improving crop health and 
removing any yield limiting 
factors during crop growth and 
development. 

We also had a range 
of fungicide and nutrition 
programmes at our other sites 
across the west this year. The 

results from the 2016 harvest 
will be presented at our 
upcoming iFarm meetings 

and at our AgriiFocus 
research seminar in February 
2017. We hope to see you there!
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Four farm professionals 
of the future from across 
the country have been 

awarded bursaries of £1500 
this autumn as part of Agrii’s 

Best of British Study Award 
Scheme 2016. The scheme 
was set up to reward those 
passionate about the future 
of British farming, and help 

them in their current studies 
and future career plans.

You can read the full stories 
of all four of the winners at 
www.agrii.co.uk.

A big thank you to 
everyone who entered the 
study award competition.

Information on grass seed dormancy 
seems to indicate that it is not going 
to be an easy year to get on top of the 

problem.  And there is no question that for 
many growers, drilling in late autumn or 
leaving it until the spring is going to be a 
necessary strategy that is part of the plan 
to manage blackgrass levels.

So what are the pros and cons in 
terms of variety choice? Firstly, the yield 
potential is higher from winter varieties 
in the late autumn slot. There are fewer 
trials done in this drilling period but what 
data is available indicates that for the 
most part winter varieties will outyield 
spring types. And certainly for growers 
who are simply delayed in drilling but 
already have the seed on farm, it is not 
worth switching to a spring type.

Data is available from Agrii 
agronomists on how different varieties 
vary in their ability to compete with 

grass weeds. Work has been done 
looking at spring varieties as well as 
winter. KWS Kilburn looks a good choice 
as a spring wheat in this respect.  Spring 
types do compete better with grass 
weeds and of course there is more time 
to get grass weeds to germinate and 
then be controlled.

Clearly the weather will play a big 
part in terms of when crops will be 
drilled but it is expected that the trend for 
a bigger percentage of the wheat area 
to come from late autumn and spring 
drilled crops will continue. 

Growers should also not forget that 
spring pulses represent an excellent 
opportunity to attack grass weed 
problems and Agrii gross margin data 
suggests that they are a good alternative 
to spring barley or spring wheat, and 
very importantly provide the entry for 
first wheats.

Seed update/Agrii Study Award Results
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Agrii Best of British Study Awards: The Results

Managing grass weeds: the impact of drilling 
date and variety choice
Barry Barker, Agrii Seed Manager
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

AHDB do publish a late autumn 
Recommended List comparing some 
winter varieties and some spring:

+ Varieties such as KWS Lili, KWS  
 Santiago, Leeds and Dickens lead  
 the pack in yield terms

+ Varieties such as KWS Willow  
 and KWS Alderon are listed as the  
 leading spring types

+ The spring market is still dominated  
 by Mulika, which has the benefit of a  
 potential bread making premium  
 but is a little back on yield

+ Skyfall has a low vernalisation  
 requirement and was probably  
 the most popular winter wheat in  
 the autumn/spring slot last year, but  
 the variety is already sold out so is  
 unlikely to feature.

THE WINNERS ARE:

Louise Burden 
(Bishop Burton)
Bishop Burton foundation 
degree student, Louise 
Burden (20) is putting her 
award to use in examining 
the value of a range of 
cover crops in supporting 
lamb finishing as part 
of her family’s Yorkshire 
arable contracting 
business.

Andrew Low 
(Scottish Rural University 
College)
Coming from a non-
farming background, and 
with more than 6 year’s 
experience as a full time 
tractor driver, 29-year-old 
Andy Low is studying for 
an HNC in Agriculture. 
Ineligible for local authority 
funding, he is putting his 
bursary towards a year’s 
tuition fees.

William Watts 
(Harper Adams)
Harper graduate William 
Watts (26) is using his Agrii 
award to attend the 6th 
International Symposium 
of Biofumigation in South 
Africa, to present a paper 
on the subject, which he is 
studying for his PhD.

Robert Coe 
(Contract sprayer)
25-year-old Robert Coe 
is currently building his 
own contract spraying 
business on the Norfolk/
Suffolk border. He is using 
his award to undertake a 
BASIS Certificate in Crop 
Protection.
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Nutrition update/Spring Barley Initiative

Spring barley is an increasingly 
significant component of the rotation on 
many farms. When grown well, spring 

barley can return solid gross margins and 
there is an opportunity to push this crop to 
deliver more towards the profitability of the 
farm business.

The Best of British Barley Initiative will 
provide you with:
+ Unique insights into Agrii spring barley  
 R&D results via local meetings and on  
 farm through your Agrii agronomist
+ Local ‘best practice’ utilising our  
 benchmarking data
+ A pre-season seminar and field visit to  
 our AgriiFocus Technology Centre with  
 Dr Syed Shah who’s conducted pioneering  
 crop nutrition work on spring barley

Making Spring Barley Perform in 2017

Phosphorus (P) is the second most 
important element in crop nutrition 
after Nitrogen, and crops need 

sufficient P to complete their life cycle.  
Under the best environmental conditions, 
as little as 10 to 25% of the P applied to the 
soil is actually taken up by the plant in 
the first cropping season. This is because 
a considerable part of the phosphate 
fertiliser becomes unavailable to the 
crop due to the activity of cations such as 
calcium and magnesium. 

The influence of these cations can be 
reduced by using a P Reserve coating on 

TSP or DAP granules, or a polymer called 
Avail.  

Statistical analysis  of the results of Agrii 
trials into the effectiveness of P Reserve 
and Avail tends to recommend the use of 
P Reserve or Avail coated TSP or DAP for 
enhancing the availability of phosphate to 
crops, especially on high (above 7) or low 
(5) pH soils.

For more information on P Reserve 
please speak to your local agronomist 
or fertiliser product manager.  Agrii can 
formulate a variety of fertilisers with P 
Reserve specific to crop requirements.

How can phosphate uptake be improved?
P Reserve is a strong chelating 
agent, which locks onto the 
unwanted cations so they 
cannot interact with available 
phosphate.
 
Avail is a polymer with a very 
high cation exchange capacity. 
It enhances the availability of 
phosphate to crops.

+ Access to the best range of varieties,  
 linked to buy-back contracts if required
+ Detailed agronomy management  
 and field specific recommendations on  
 crop protection & nutrition 
+ Attractive finance package for all spring 
 barley inputs

Your investment:
+ We ask for a commitment to source  
 agronomy advice, seed, crop protection  
 and micronutrition products from Agrii,  
 for an agreed hectarage of spring barley
+ Agrii Finance arrangement available  
 if required

To register your interest, please speak with 
your usual Agrii contact, or Mark Thomas on 
07860 619571.

Agrii has pioneered high 
performing agronomy 
programmes for spring barley 
on a range of soil types, and 
with growing interest in this crop, 
we invite you to join our Best of 
British Barley Initiative in 2017.

TSP+Avail TSP+Avail TSP+Avail TSP+AvailTSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP TSP TSP TSP

Trial 15359-Effect of timing and application of different phosphate fertilisers on grain yield of winter wheat 
(Revelation) at AgriiFocus. 

Drilled on 6th Nov 2014-Harvested on 9th Sep 2015-P-index 2.3, pH =8.0

13.00

13.50

14.00

12.50

12.00

11.50

11.00

G
ra

in
 Y

ie
ld

 (
t 
h
a

-1
)

150 kg/ha 300 kg/ha 150 kg/ha 300 kg/ha

Autumn Applied Spring Applied



> We have 9 depots in 
the West – 40 locations 
nationwide 
> More than 100 logistics 
employees
> Local teams who 
understand the area
> Drivers who know your 
specific requirements on 
farm
> Over 97,000 orders are 
delivered each year
> 98% of orders are on 
time and in full – sets the 
standard for the industry

LOCAL AND RELIABLE

PEACE OF MIND
> If spraying is missed,   
 agronomy customers  
 can return unused   
 product.
> All products and advice  
 supplied is covered by  
 warranties and   
 professional indemnity

CUSTOMER SERVICE
> Dedicated customer  
 services team 
> Extended working hours  
 in busy summer months

IT’S AS EASY AS THAT
> With Agrii, your  
 agronomist and our depot  
 teams take the strain  
 when it comes to   
 organising your orders.
> Direct from your  
 agronomist’s computer, to  
 the depot, to the farm... 
 using the latest supply  
 chain systems to ensure  
 the stress is taken out of  
 ordering the products that  
 you need. 

06

Journal
Agrii West
Autumn 2016

Enquiry Contact
Numbers
Agrii Consultancy Services
Paul Pickford
paul.pickford@agrii.co.uk
07909 925 413
                                                                 
Agronomy Services
Robert Baker
robert.baker@agrii.co.uk
07831 430 172
Dominic Swainson
dominic.swainson@agrii.co.uk
07885 252 391
John Stevenson
john.stevenson@agrii.co.uk
07545 502651
Paul Doyle
paul.doyle@agrii.co.uk
07973 340 349
Nigel Francis
nigel.francis@agrii.co.uk
07515 577 093
Chris Rylatt
chris.rylatt@agrii.co.uk
07885 252 469
                                                                 
Agrii Farm Saved Seed
Processing
Mark Taylor
mark.s.taylor@agrii.co.uk
07836 527 251
Hugh Boswell
hugh.boswell@agrii.co.uk
01227 753 723
                                                                 
Crop Marketing
Paul Taylor
paul.taylor@agrii.co.uk
07525 234309
                                                                 
Fertiliser Sales & Market
Information
Alistair King
alistair.king@agrii.co.uk
07880 787 473
Paul Gill
paul.gill@agrii.co.uk
07831 324 979
                                                                 
Regional Technical Advisers
Tim Horton
tim.horton@agrii.co.uk
07770 648 945
John Vickery
john.vickery@agrii.co.uk
07899 994324 
Robin Nurse
robin.nurse@agrii.co.uk 
07966 650706
                                                                 
Seed Advice & Variety Sales
Information
David Smith  Becci Shrimpton
07768 865 078  07836 541 661
Dorian Jones  Ian Davy
07774 739 582  07890 550559
Diane Griffiths 
07774 120 911 
                                                                 
SoilQuest Precision Agronomy
Chris Hoskins
chris.hoskins@agrii.co.uk
07545 927 488 

Contact details/Map/Agrii logistics

Did you know? 
Focus on Agrii 
logistics in the West 

 For more information please email sarah.wilkinson@agrii.co.uk

FARMING ON TIME
> All products from one  
 place, to the right store  
 at the right time
> No waiting for separate  
 deliveries from different  
 suppliers
> Same day deliveries if  
 urgently required

AD-VAN-TAGE
> We have more than 80  
 lorries and vans 
> Vehicles are maintained  
 to the  highest standard

WE’RE ON OUR WAY
> Opt-in to receive delivery 
alerts by phone/text to let 
you know time of delivery 
> Plan your day without 
worrying about delivery 
times 
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1. Bartonfields
2. Brackley/Newton Purcell
3. South West (Taunton)
4. South Wales

5. Winderton
6. Ludlow
7. Bromsgrove
8. Dorset

Agrii iFarm locations in the West
Your local Agrii iFarm

Your local Technology Centre
10. AgriiFocus Technology Centre


