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SEED CONTACTS

For all your Seed enquiries please contact your local Seed Specialist on one of
these numbers or your local Agronomist.
NATIONAL
Lee Robinson

Executive Director of Seed

07860 523109

Rodger Shirreff

National Seed Business Manager

07831 188500

Louise Rawlinson

Seed Commercial Operations Manager

07721 788943

Ben Lowe

National Forage Product Manager

07966 533374

Mark Taylor

National Farm Saved Seed Business Manager

07836 527251

NORTH REGION
1 Matt Richardson Seed Sales
Manager – North
07887 547287
2 Lauren Rettie

07964 510067

3 Rebecca Gibson

07721 128172

4 Lincoln Seed Plant 01522 515203
Sam Gallagher
07841 777026
Kevin Woodman
07768 507204
5 Simon Hobbs

07770 643365

6 Louise Rawlinson

07721 788943
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SOUTH REGION
7 Ian Davy Seed Sales
Manager – South
07890 550559
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8 Finmere Seed Plant 01280 849112
David Smith
07768 865078
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9 Moreton Seed Plant 01277 898202
10 Hayley Wilcox

07966 370355

11 GB Seeds
Skye van Heyzen

01284 729200
07912 043305

12 Angie Baker

01371 855504

13 Dorian Jones

07774 739582

14 Cas Sandy

07970 641741
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AN INTRODUCTION TO AGRII-SEED
A SCIENCE BASED APPROACH TO VARIETY SELECTION
✚ Varieties are selected using the most extensive trials network in the
UK – working with plant breeders to produce independent data that
gives us the very best balanced views of what varieties can offer.
✚ Our variety sustainability ratings allow us to provide growers with
the highest level of resilience and consistency.
MASTER SEEDS QUALITY
✚ Our Master Seeds are tested more rigorously than both C1 and
C2 Higher Voluntary Standard seed, providing you with product
integrity so that you can sow with confidence.
SUPPORTING OUR FUTURE SEED BUSINESS
✚ Our continued investment in seed plants and our Farm Saved
Seed mobile seed units, enables maintenance of our quality
standards and logistical excellence, ensuring accuracy of
application to provide reliable seed quality
SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION OF RAW MATERIAL
✚ Our seed production is carried out by high quality farmers as local
to seed plants as is practically possible, reducing carbon footprint
and supporting local businesses.
INVESTING IN OUR PEOPLE
✚ The training of our Seed Specialists, quality control colleagues
and operators meets all national protocols to ensure advice and
product continue to exceed industry standards.
REGIONAL EXPERTISE
✚ All of our local agronomy teams have Seed Specialists embedded
within them to provide a high level of support and local
understanding of the needs of our customers.

SEEKING NEW MARKETS
✚ We are continually analysing opportunities to introduce innovation
crops to the UK market, expanding customer choice through species
adapted to UK conditions and supported by consumers.
BUY BACK OPPORTUNITIES
✚ We work with consumers and grain partners to identify suitable
varieties for buy backs across all species.
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WE WORK WITH THE BEST IN THE INDUSTRY TO PROVIDE
INPUT SOLUTIONS
✚ Our seed treatment solutions are rigorously tested through our
own trials network to provide the best proven products available
in the industry. Go to pages 9 to find out more.
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SPRING
BARLEY
Specific Weight (kg/hl)

FAIRWAY

PROPINO ©
KWS IRINA

HACKER

LAUREATE
DISTILLING, BREWING, EXPORT & FEED

Consistent performance in all regions and is suitable for all soil types. It has
produced consistent yields in Agrii’s Northern trials (102% treated, 95% untreated)
and an average specific weight (66.5kg/hl in official trials).
Medium height (71 cm), moderately stiff straw (6 treated, 7 untreated), good
brackling resistance (7) and medium-late maturity. It is considered to have
relatively low straw yields compared with some other varieties.
Strong disease profile with no obvious weakness, with scores for brown rust (6),
Rhynchosporium (6) and mildew (9). It is moderately resistant to net blotch in
Agrii’s trials.

SPRING BARLEY

Laureate carries Malting Barley Committee (MBC) approval for brewing and
distilling, so is finding favour in both the Scottish and English end-markets. It is
the biggest variety in Scotland accounting for over 45% of seed production and a
significant variety in England at 24%. It has strong support from end-users with
multiple contracts available for distilling and brewing.

SPRING
BARLEY

BREEDER: SYNGENTA UK LTD | PARENTAGE: SANETTE X CONCERTO

KWS SASSY
DISTILLING
KWS Sassy has full MBC approval for distilling and has taken a reasonable share of
the Scottish market. The variety represents just over 9% of the Scottish certified seed
market.
Agrii Northern trials over the last two years has put yields (98% treated, 88%
untreated) a bit below those of Laureate, but in official trials they show very similar
yields (103-4%). KWS Sassy produces a grain of a high specific weight (68.4 kg/hl)
and relatively low screening losses.

Disease resistance is fairly good with mildew (9), brown rust (6) and one of the
best ratings for Rhynchosporium resistance (6). Early indications suggest that it is
moderately susceptible to net blotch.
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Relatively tall straw (78cm) that is weaker (5 treated, 6 treated) and also a little below
average for brackling (6). The variety has medium-early maturity.

BREEDER: KWS UK | PARENTAGE: CONCERTO X PUBLICAN
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SPRING BARLEY

SPRING
BARLEY

LG DIABLO
DISTILLING, BREWING & FEED
The highest yielding spring barley variety with full approval for malt distilling
and brewing on the SRUC Recommended List. Increasing in popularity and now
accounts for 12% and 13% of certified seed in Scotland and England respectively.
Good physical grain quality with a high hot water extract that is favoured by end
users. It also has low grain nitrogen and a specific weight (67.1 kg/hl) better
that of Laureate.
Outperforms other leading spring distilling varieties and sits at the top of the
Scottish Recommended list. It also performs as a high yielding feed barley.
In Agrii’s Northern trials it has yielded at 106% (treated) and 101% (untreated)
relative to controls over the past three years.
Medium in height (73 cm), reasonably stiff straw (7), good brackling resistance (7)
and medium-late maturity. It produces an intermediate to high straw yield.
A good disease resistance package is reflected in its high untreated yield. Mildew
(9), brown rust (6), Rhynchosporium (5) and moderately resistant to net blotch.

BREEDER: LIMAGRAIN UK | PARENTAGE: OVERTURE X SANETTE

RGT PLANET
FEED, BREWING & EXPORT
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Planet remains a significant variety with 9% share in Scotland and 35% of all the
seed certified in England. Growers are growing it on buy back contracts and as a
straight feed variety. It is widely accepted by end users across the whole of Europe
after the early acceptance by the MBC (Malting Barley Committee), CBMO
and Heineken.
Suitable for all regions of the UK, consistent across soil types and relatively
straightforward to manage. It has shown consistent yield performance over the
years (101% treated, 98% untreated in Agrii trials) with a decent specific weight
(67.8 kg/hl in official trials).
Medium height (73 cm), moderately stiff straw (7), good brackling resistance (7) and
medium-early maturity. It produces intermediate straw yields.
High untreated yields reflect the good all-round disease resistance, with excellent
mildew (9) and average brown rust (5) and Rhynchosporium (5) resistance. It is
moderately resistant to net blotch in Agrii’s trials.

BREEDER: RAGT SEEDS, UK | PARENTAGE: TAMTAM X CONCERTO

6

ICONIC
FEED & POTENTIAL BREWING

Consistent across soil types and relatively straightforward to manage. It has given
consistent yields with a decent specific weight (67.2 kg/hl) in official trials.
Relatively tall (76 cm), stiff straw (8 treated, 7 untreated), very good brackling
resistance (8) and medium-early maturity. It produces intermediate to high
straw yields.
High untreated yields reflect the good all-round disease resistance, with good
mildew (9) and Rhynchosporium (6) resistance but average on brown rust (5).
Moderately susceptible to net blotch in Agrii’s trials.

SPRING BARLEY

Added to the AHDB Recommended List with a specific Western recommendation.
It has also performed consistently well in Agrii’s Northern trials (100% treated, 94%
untreated) over the past two years. In-test as a malting variety but more likely to
be grown as a feed barley this year.

SPRING
BARLEY

BREEDER: SECOBRA, FRANCE | UK AGENT: AGRII
PARENTAGE: KWS IRINA X RGT PLANET

FIREFOXX
POTENTIAL DISTILLING & FEED
A very high yielding spring barley (107% treated, 95% untreated) with provisional
approval for distilling on the SRUC Recommended List but it did not perform quite as
well in Agrii’s Northern trials (101% treated, 92% untreated) over the past two years.
Specific weight is on the low side (66.4 kg/hl) similar to Laureate with typically low
nitrogen levels (1.46%). Low skinning has also attracted a lot of interest.
Consistent performance across all regions. Relatively short (71 cm), reasonably stiff
straw (7), good brackling resistance (8) and medium-early maturity.
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A reasonable disease resistance package with a high rating for mildew (9) but
Rhynchosporium (5) and brown rust (4) are less than average. It is moderately
susceptible to net blotch in Agrii’s trials.

BREEDER: ELSOMS ACKERMANN | UK AGENT: ELSOMS SEEDS
PARENTAGE: CHANSON X ACORN
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SPRING BARLEY

SPRING
BARLEY

SY TUNGSTEN
PROVISIONAL DISTILLING, PROVISIONAL BREWING & FEED
Very high yields (107% treated, 97% untreated) in official trials with provisional
MBC Approval for distilling and brewing and a new addition to the Scottish
Recommended List last spring. It was also the highest yielding distilling-type in
Agrii’s Northern trials (107% treated, 97% untreated) over the past two years. It is
becoming popular and accounts for over 6% share of the certified seed market.
A good specific weight (67.7 kg/hl) with a slight improvement over Laureate and
RGT Planet. However, it also has shown relatively high screening losses (4.7%
<2.5mm).
Performs well in all regions with particularly strong performance in the North and
suitable for all soil types. Relatively short (72 cm), reasonably stiff straw (7), good
brackling resistance (8) and slightly later maturity, similar to LG Diablo.
Good resistance against mildew (9) but relatively weak compared with the other
leading varieties against Rhynchosporium (4) and brown rust (4). Moderately
susceptible to net blotch in Agrii’s trials.

BREEDER: SYNGENTA UK LTD | PARENTAGE: RGT PLANET X OVATION

WAGGON
FEED
Remains popular with growers in spite of it lagging behind the more recent varieties
in terms of yield. Good straw characteristics, reasonable specific weight and
screenings mean that it is a straightforward variety to grow.
Medium height (75 cm) with moderately good stem stiffness (7 untreated) and
excellent brackling resistance too (8). It remains one of the earliest varieties to mature.
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One the best ratings against Ramularia and mildew (9) but very weak against
Rhynchosporium (3), particularly if wet conditions persist.

BREEDER: SYNGENTA UK LTD | PARENTAGE: NFC 499-69 X VORTEX
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SEED TREATMENTS
I-MAN (Manganese)
for wheat, barley, oats and rye

ZAX (Zinc)
for wheat, barley and oats
Zinc is an essential micronutrient.
Harvested cereal grain and oat straw
remove significant quantities of zinc
from the soil. Zax delivers 450 g/tonne
of readily available zinc. It has been
tested by Agrii for the past five years
and is an exclusive product.
AGNITION (Copper)
for wheat, barley and oats
Spring barley is particularly sensitive
to copper deficiency. AgNition
provides a readily available source
of copper to the emerging seedling,
reduces the need for complex foliar
tank mixes and it is compatible with
other seed treatment products in the
Agrii range. It is also exclusive to Agrii.
Note: Zax and Take Off together are
not available as a seed treatment
combination.

Contains two complementary patented
biostimulants; phosphite to increase
root biomass and root hair production,
and Pyroglutamic Acid (PGA) to
increase carbon fixation and nitrate
utilisation. Take Off increases early
vigour and yield, especially under
more challenging conditions. Exclusive
to Agrii.
RANCONA IMIX
(Ipconazole + Imazalil)
for spring barley

SEED TREATMENTS

i-Man applies manganese (Mn) at 450
g/tonne and delivers 20% more Mn
than New Manganese Solution. It also
contains a unique chelating agent
which protects Mn from being locked
up by the soil so more is taken up by
the plant than any other formulation.

TAKE OFF ST (Phosphite + PGA)
for cereals, pulses, maize
and oilseeds

SEED
TREATMENTS

Rancona is the preferred base
treatment for spring barley as it
provides control of seedling blight,
loose smut and the highest level of leaf
stripe control in spring barley. Agrii
trials also show that it controls seedborne net blotch.
It can also be applied with Vibrance
Duo to boost its activity against loose
smut. It is widely compatible with
other treatments.
REDIGO PRO
(Prothioconazole + Tebuconazole)
for spring wheat and rye
Redigo Pro is a proven combination of
two triazoles that optimise the control
of Fusarium, loose and covered smut,
bunt and blue moulds and reduces
the germination capacity of ergot. It is
widely compatible with other treatments.

Applied at half rate to spring oats to
control loose smut. Now approved for
spring wheat and barley but on the
latter, it should be co-applied with
Rancona iMix to achieve full control of
loose smut.
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VIBRANCE DUO
(Sedaxane + Fludioxonil)
for spring oats, wheat and barley
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NOTE
Numbers above columns = No of trials
Red lines indicate the % yield response required
to cover the seed treatment cost
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Source: All seed treatment data from 2010 to 2020 (i.e. replicated and unreplicated trials). 209 data points. Overall mean yield of controls = 7.62 t/ha.
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Spring Barley Variety Trials Seed Treatment Responses, 2010-2020
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Agrii Farm Saved Seed Processing
The complete service from harvest to drilling

Pre-harvest/
harvest
management
advice and
comprehensive
seed testing
service

Improve the
marketability of
your crop with
our bulk grain
cleaning and
colour separation
service

Timely
processing
of seed by
full-time,
experienced
and qualified
operators

Exclusive seed
treatments
backed by
Agrii’s extensive
R&D trials
programme

WHEA
TT
WHEA

THE BENEFITS

A
A

Identify the
most suitable
fields, crops and
varieties for
farm saving

Improve
specific weight
and remove
contaminants
such as ergot

TGW testing
at point of
processing.
Flexibility over
quantities and
treatments right
up to planting

For more information, please get
in touch with your local contact
or Mark Taylor: 07836 527251 or
mark.s.taylor@agrii.co.uk

WHEAT
WHEAT

BB

Ongoing
agronomic
advice on
drilling date,
seed rates &
establishment

WHEAT
WHEA
T

CC

Technical seed
treatments
tailored to
individual
requirements
(see page 20)

Seed on farm
for optimum
drilling date.
Cost saving &
improved cash
flow at a critical
time of year

Example of the cost benefit of seed treatments:
Seed
Treatment

Cost at 6 ha per
tonne (£/ha)

Value of yield
response (£/ha)

ROI

iMan

9.3

£21.70

2:1

iMan+Zax

18.3

£34.40

2:1

Based on >20 trials over 5 years (see page 21)

www.agrii.co.uk

SPRING OATS

SPRING
OATS

CANYON
Still the second most widely grown spring oat across the UK. Sitting in the middle
of the pack for yield with decent kernel content and low screenings. Canyon has
continued to impress on farm particularly further north. This is the “go-to” oat for
those looking for consistency but is not accepted by all mills so this will
need checking.
Tall straw of average strength means this is manageable with PGRs. Canyon is
marginally earlier to mature than other varieties.
Canyon offers excellent mildew resistance but is susceptible to crown rust, so a
standard fungicide program should see this variety stay clean and perform well.

BREEDER: NORDSAAT | UK AGENT: SAATEN UNION

WPB ELYANN
Close behind Canyon in market share with yields marginally below Canyon.
WPB Elyann offers one of the best kernel contents of all oats but with slightly high
screenings. This line still has interest with end-users.
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Slightly shorter than average with straw being only moderate in strength in Agrii
trials means that this variety is manageable with PGRs and will need looking after
on very fertile soils. Expect maturity to be around average and similar to Aspen.
Moderately resistant to mildew and moderately susceptible to crown rust, means
that a standard oat fungicide program should keep this line clean.
A better performance in the south where you can expect to have the best chance
to hit quality specification. Agrii has done trials work to try to push this variety in
conjunction with end-users to try to get the most out of this line.

BREEDER: WIERSUM BV | UK AGENT: KWS UK
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WPB ISABEL
Similar height to Canyon but with stiffer straw, this variety should stand well on farm
under a standard PGR programme. Good resistance against crown rust and very
good resistance to mildew means this should be a very manageable variety.
Delivering a good chance to hit quality specification, with limited availability,
expect this line to sell out and perform well on farm.

SPRING OATS

Set to become the market leading spring oat and amongst the top yielders in
official trials and good yields in Agrii trials. Good kernel content, top specific
weight with one of the lowest screenings. End-users are looking for more of this
variety with reports being positive when tested against WPB Elyann.

SPRING
OATS

BREEDER: WIERSUM BV | UK AGENT: KWS UK

DELFIN
Still sitting at the top end of yield on the recommended list with excellent yields in
Agrii trials. Similar kernel content to Canyon but with slightly higher screenings.
This has been taken in successfully by some mills but not all, so this will need checking.
It is a taller variety, similar to Canyon and from the same breeder, but is quite stiff
strawed. It is also on the earlier side of maturity and so expect similar combining
dates as Canyon.

Currently expected to perform better further north, however, this should yield in
every situation that it’s placed into.
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Delfin currently offers the best mildew resistance on the list but is susceptible to
crown rust, so you will need to keep an eye out for this.

BREEDER: NORDSAAT | UK AGENT: SAATEN UNION

13

MAIZE,
GRASS,
ROOTS &
COVER
CROPS

MAIZE

MAIZE, GRASS, ROOTS & COVER CROPS

It’s becoming more important than ever that maize crops grown in the UK are
reliable, consistent, high performing and sustainable due to the ever changing
seasons and legislation that the industry faces on an annual basis.

Whether it’s the data needed to choose a new maize variety for your
system, material suitable for where you’re farming within the UK, or
practical advice and post-cropping options, we can help.

Please request a copy of our 2021 maize guide for more information.

GRASS & ROOTS
The Master Leys range of grass mixtures offers full and comprehensive
options for all types of farming systems and regions of the UK.
Working in close coordination with leading grass seed breeders throughout the
UK and Europe, Agrii is able to access the best varieties to formulate the Master
Leys portfolio.
In addition to this, Agrii grows and produces over 80% of the grass seed used to
produce Master Leys. This enables us to have greater control over the quality
of the seed we use and ensures that what goes into a Master Leys bag is of the
highest possible standard.
To complete the forage offering we work closely with the breeders to gain access to
all the latest varieties of root seeds. We also offer advice on how to get the most out
of your crop to help maximise the potential of your home grown forage.
Please get in touch with your Agrii usual contact or email info@agrii.co.uk,
for more information about our grass mixtures and root seed, or for a copy of our
grass and roots brochure (coming soon) or grass seed leaflets.

THINKING ABOUT COVER CROPS?
Agrii Yearbook Spring 2021

Cover crops used correctly as part of your soil management strategy can
deliver a range of benefits.
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The key element in improving soil health and productivity in the long term, is
to increase your soil organic matter content. This is best done by selecting the
correct cover crops for your farming operation.
Please get in touch for details of the varieties that we have available, or for a
copy of our cover crops guide.

PROFITABLE END
MARKETS
Knowing when to sell is an integral part of maximising your margins. This is
particularly important with those novel crops that many of us are only just starting
to become familiar with.
Working with our grain partner Viterra UK Ltd (previously Glencore Agriculture
UK Ltd), we are able to access domestic and export markets with spot and buy
back contracts across cereals, pulses, OSR and now rye. Your Agrii contact can
discuss this further and help you register with ‘Grainman’, which will give you up
to date, competitive prices specific to your business.
Our seed and grain offer is fully integrated with varieties selected through our
vast R&D network which helps us to identify the best products to meet consumer
demand, from malting barley to milling wheat, oilseed rape to pulses, to new
innovations.
Whether you are looking for a premium market or growing feed grains,
Agrii and Viterra UK Ltd, will be able to meet your needs.

PROFITABLE END MARKETS

Agrii is committed to providing its customers with a complete service,
from advice to inputs and grain marketing.

END
MARKETS

You can get in touch with Viterra UK Ltd on 01844 261261 or by email at
north.origination@viterra.com
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Your seed treatment

choice matters.

The start of a new growing season is your opportunity to control the hidden
diseases which can impact your harvest. Redigo Pro provides the broadest
protection from all major seed- & soil-borne diseases in your barley &
wheat crops and can also help reduce ergot contamination*1. Secure the
best protection from day one by specifying Redigo Pro when ordering your
seed this season.

Discover more about the hidden diseases that could be lurking
in your crop at cropscience.bayer.co.uk/hiddendiseases
Ergot is the third most common cause of load rejection upon sale for malting barley*2
*1Based on CRD-approved label recommendations on 6th June 2018. All details correct at time of going to press.
*2MAGB annual survey 2007-2016, http://www.ukmalt.com/annual-survey-rejections-barley-uk-malting-sites
Redigo Pro contains prothioconazole and tebuconazole. Redigo is a registered Trade Mark of Bayer. Use plant protection
products safely. Always read the label and product information before use. Pay attention to the risk indications and follow the
safety precautions on the label. For further information, including contact details, visit www.cropscience.bayer.co.uk or call
0808 1969522. © Bayer CropScience Limited 2020

Master Seeds is the seed marketing brand of Agrii.
Agrii, Andoversford, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL54 4LZ

www.agrii.co.uk

