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Deeper thinking for the best soil recovery
How well we recover from 
last winter is far more about 
what we grow and how we 
grow it after the crops we 
have in ground this season, 
than it is about how we 
manage land that has been 
too damaged to crop.
Correcting soil damage within the profile 
that may not be obvious by the time  
we get to the autumn will be crucial.  
In doing this, rotation will be every bit  
as important as cultivation. 

“Uncropped land is the least of our 
problems this year,” says Agrii Regional 
Technical Adviser and Cambridgeshire 
farmer, David Felce. “Far more 
problematic is the vast majority of land 
that has been damaged, but is currently 
being cropped.  It gives us so much 
less opportunity to deal with damage 
at depth ahead of the 2021 crop that 
we’re depending on to make-up for this 
season’s lost margins.”

While heavy clay soils clearly suffered 
worst last winter, David Felce’s greatest 
concerns are for those with a significant 
silt content, warning that problems here 
can occur at any depth in the profile and 
unevenly across the field depending on 
specific conditions.  “Once we get into the 
summer it can be easy to forget exactly 
where any wet holes were” he points out. 

“But a crop in the ground 
can be a really valuable 
indicator of where the 
problems lie.”
As well as pinpointing areas that need 
attention, we should also be checking drain 
outflows, jetting drains and clearing ditches 
to get ahead. “We shouldn’t shy away from 
working areas of fields wherever crop 
growth is particularly poor either,” says 
David.  “After all, we have little to lose in 
current production from these areas.”

He is also adamant that the need 
to correct soil damage ahead of the 
following crop and the importance of 
doing it in the right conditions makes 
the choice of what to sow after crops 
currently in the ground as crucial to 
successful recovery, as metal at depth.

“In most cases, there isn’t enough time 
to reliably deal with soil damage ahead 
of sowing after anything other than 
winter barley.  There may be time to 
get damaged ground in the right place 
for mid-October wheat drilling.  But we 
need to be honest with ourselves about 
what needs doing and only drill wheat 
once we’ve done it sufficiently well.”

Wherever this is in doubt, Mr Felce urges 
growers to opt for hybrid winter barley with 
aggressive rooting better able to cope with 
compromised soils or spring barley to give 
more time for corrective action.  

“A recent Stow Longa crop of Belfry 
drilled at the end of September, for 
instance, averaged 9.92t/ha compared 
with KWS Zyatt direct drilled three weeks 
later averaging just 7.53t/ha,” he notes. 
“And it did so with 100kg/ha less nitrogen 
and far less Blackgrass seed return.”

SOIL WORKING 
ESSENTIALS
✚	 Only mole soils with a clay 

content of 30-40% and a sand 
content of less than 30%.

✚	 And only then when the soil 
above the working area is dry 
enough to avoid damage and 
that within it is sufficiently plastic 
to hold a channel. 

✚	 Make sure the mole goes into a 
gravelled drain or ditch, and be 
careful it doesn’t rise up at any 
ditch outfall.

✚	 Only subsoil when the soil is 
in the right state for vertical 
fissuring without smearing. 

✚	 Get the leg spacing and wing size 
and angle right to fissure across 
the whole working width without 
too much surface disturbance.  

✚	 Target the leg to work within  
the band of disrupted drainage, 
as working too deeply can easily 
drive the problem deeper.Soil solutions is one of the key topics that will be discussed at our virtual 

iFarm events this summer – GO TO PAGE 3 for more information!



Following the launch of our 
Digital Technology Farm 
(DTF) network in March, DTF 
Project Coordinator, Lucy 
Cottingham provides an 
update on progress so far… 

We currently have a total of 23 fields  
as part of the DTF data collection 
project, including variable rate seed 
trials in winter wheat, spring wheat 
and spring barley, and variable rate 
nitrogen trials and nutrition trials in 
winter wheat.  The trials will enable  
us to pinpoint the benefits of current 
precision farming and digital 
technologies and will aid in the 
development of new decision support 
tools for farmers and agronomists.

Spanning a wide range of soil types as 
well as rotations and farming systems, the 
Digital Technology Farms will undertake 
parallel field-scale trials each season 
using the ADAS Agronōmics precision 
field data analysis and reporting model to 
secure the most statistically robust results.
The data collected over the last few 
months has consisted of taking tiller 
counts, tissue and soil samples, recording 
the growth stage and crop heights, 
taking leaf area index and green area 
index readings, penetrometer readings, 
collecting images and assessing the crop 
for disease, weed and pest pressure.

02. Digital Technology Farms

“Even those farmers most experienced in 
using digital technologies are finding it 
hard to see the wood for the trees in making 
them deliver the goods.  They’ve been telling 
us they need better-researched evidence 
of the value of technologies like variable 
rate seeding and fertilisation; better advice 
on making them work together; and better 
support in matching them to their own 
particular farm requirements.” 

Jim Rennie, Agrii Managing Director,  
speaking at the launch of the DTF network.

REVESBY ESTATE, LINCOLNSHIRE
Digital Technology Farm in Action:

At the 1,200ha Revesby Estate near 
Horncastle in Lincolnshire, manager 
Peter Cartwright and Agrii agronomist 
Richard Butler have been employing a 
range of precision farming tools over 
the past seven years. 

However, they continue to be frustrated 
with the lack of consistent progress they’ve 
been able to make with the available 
technologies – dipping in and out of  
using variable nitrogen and variable  
seed rates.  Despite these challenges,  
they are convinced that digital agronomy 
is the future; that digital tools will become 
an indispensable part of their crop 
management team, and that they will look 
back in ten years’ time and wonder why 
they ever had any doubt as to their value.

Originally introduced to help maximise 
wheat competition against Blackgrass, 
the team called a halt to variable seeding 
at the site in 2018, having found no reliable 
way of basing rates on soil type; mainly 
due to the whole host of other factors 
influencing establishment – especially 
moisture retention, stone content and slug 
pressures. “However, early April Contour 
NDVI imagery from RHIZA predicted our 
wheat yields remarkably accurately 
last season, mirroring the very reliable 

yield maps we’re getting from our New 
Holland combine” notes Peter.

“Having flat rate sown all of our wheat 
for the past two years, we’re now 
basing our variable rate DTF trials on 
a combination of previous early April 
NDVI images and yield maps” he says. 
“We’re also using last year’s wheat NDVI 
and yield maps for the field in question 
as the basis for varying our spring 
barley trial sowings.  If this produces  
the results we hope, we should have a 
much better recipe for variable seeding.”

“Like many other digital tools, things 
that appear deceptively simple on 
the surface are often very much more 
complicated when you look into them” 
he cautions.  “They aren’t made any 
easier by the perennial difficulties of 
moving data between systems, not to 
mention flash drive failures.”  Peter notes 
that while they continue to be ‘digitally 
frustrated’ the Revesby team are  
finding digital technologies increasingly 
valuable in a number of ways. 

“We’re looking to make more and more 
of them as our DTF trialling shows us 
how they can best be applied to our 
own particular needs.”

NEWS UPDATE  
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY  
FARM PROJECT

...a pioneering 
network of farms 
established to prove 
the value of current 
digital agronomy and 

data-based information systems, 
demonstrate their most profitable 
use and provide the broadest base 
for future improvements.
This farmer-led initiative involves nine 
Agrii growers and their agronomists 
across the country, already active  
in using digital technologies and 
keen to make the most of them.  
It is supported by Origin’s RHIZA 
digital agronomy business, backed 
up by its Contour platform.

FARM FACTS
Business Name:   
Revesby Estate 

Location:    
Horncastle, Lincolnshire

Soil Type:    
Medium to sandy clay loams 

Cropped Area:    
1,200ha

Enterprise Mix:    
Wheat, Spring Barley, OSR,  
Winter & Spring Beans, Spring Oats, 
Sugar Beet, Cover Crops and Novel 
crops (including chickpeas)

DTF Trials:    
Variable nitrogen & enhanced 
nutrition in winter wheat

Variable seeding spring barley 

Key trial hopes:   
“We want to find out how we can 
best make digital and precision 
technologies work together to save 
us time and improve profitability.”

DTFs 
are...



03. Virtual Trials

Turning  
our trials 
virtual
We’re sorry that we’ve had to cancel our  
iFarm and Technology Centre events 
programme this summer.  We had lots 
of new initiatives, results and updates 
to share with you, which we still plan  
to do – although this year, our events 
will be virtual instead of in person.

Over the next couple of weeks, Agrii 
customers will receive invitations (by post  
and email) to log-in to our new online 
events site.  You’ll be able to see talks, 
videos, news and updates from all of 
our Technology Centres and iFarm sites 
across the country.  You can choose to 
view your local iFarm event, or pick 
which topics you’re most interested in.

There will be the facility to send 
questions to the speakers, or your local 
site coordinators, and later on in the 
summer we plan to run live question 
and answer sessions and webinars, to 
make these updates more interactive.

We’re sorry that we’ve not yet 
perfected a virtual barbecue 
or hog roast, but we hope to 
be inviting you back to our 
iFarm sites soon for a more 
sociable occasion!

What can I see at my  
local iFarm site? 
As the season has progressed, we’ve 
been posting short snippets of news and 
video updates on our website, at  
www.agrii.co.uk/ifarms/latest-ifarm-news/. 
You can visit this page at any time for a 
sneak preview of what’s happening at 
your local iFarm site.

Where is my local site? 
View the interactive map at  
www.agrii.co.uk/ifarms/your-local-ifarm/ 
to find your local site and see trials 
information for 2020.

Key topics that will be 
covered at our virtual events:
✚	 Soil solutions: looking after your soils 

after the wet winter

✚	 Rotations revamp – where next?

✚	 Maximising margins – when to sell?

✚	 Resilience against resistance – 
protecting products

✚	 Sustainable productivity – 
maximising yield while reducing  
your carbon footprint

Some highlights to  
look forward to:
✚	 Our Seed Managers’ pick of which 

varieties to look out for in 2020/21

✚	 Updates from our Technology 
Centres around the country at Stow 
Longa, Throws Farm, AgriiFocus 
and Bishop Burton, including rotation 
trials work now in its sixth year at 
Stow Longa

✚	 Digital Technology Farms – what is 
the role of ‘big data’ in the future of 
agriculture? Update on work so far 
and plans for the future.

✚	 Introducing our new combine  
losses calculator tool

Agrii Combine  
Losses Calculator
Combine grain losses should be 
below 1% of yield to maximise the 
efficiency of the harvest operation.

✚	 Are your grain loss monitors 
giving you a true reflection of 
your actual grain losses?

✚	 Are you operating your 
combine at maximum efficiency 
in terms of grain loss?

✚	 Could you drive faster or do 
you need to slow down?

The Agrii combine losses calculator 
that you’ll be able to access as part 
of our summer online events, will 
accurately assess your crop losses 
and identify the area of loss so that 
adjustments can be made to improve 
the efficiency of your harvest.

Have we got your  
email address?
The good thing about holding our 
events online, is that we can post 
updates or answers to any questions 
or topics that prove particularly 
popular.  This means that you’ll gain 
more of an insight into what’s going 
on at our iFarm sites throughout the 
year – rather than just at our annual 
summer events.  We’ll let you know 
by email when updates are posted, 
so if you don’t currently receive email 
invitations from us, please let us know 
your email address  by contacting 
info@agrii.co.uk (please tell us your 
account number or agronomist name 
when emailing in, so that we can  
find you on the system). 

BASIS and NRoSO  
points available!
Please have your BASIS and/or  
NRoSO number to hand, when you  
log-in to our virtual summer events,  
as you’ll be automatically awarded 
points after viewing the online material. 

Not an Agrii customer? Please contact us at info@agrii.co.uk if you’d like to register your 
interest in attending our virtual summer iFarm and Technology Centre events. 



04. OSR: Cultural Control

An 8-point Plan for 
Managing Cabbage 
Stem Flea Beetle 

Over the past twenty years the industry 
has relied upon seed treatments and 
foliar insecticides to contain Cabbage 
Stem Flea Beetle (CSFB) but with their 
loss and/or reduced performance, 
cultural techniques are becoming far 
more important.  This article looks at  
a range of 8 measures that should be 
used together, in an integrated approach,  
to deliver the best chance of growing a 
successful crop. 

1  Consider Rotation Choices 
Close rotations are the cause of our 
problems, and we have already seen a 
broadening out of rotations in the hardest 
hit areas of the UK.  Growing rape once 
in five years is fine but some farmers are 
broadening it out still further.
Flea Beetle is relatively mobile and it can 
easily move between adjacent fields.  
Some growers are using sacrificial field 
boundaries e.g. turnip rape on headlands 
to limit pest movement.  Some are 
leaving rape volunteers in neighbouring 
fields to act as a diversionary food source 
and others are block cropping their rape 
to improve isolation. 

2  Avoid Green on Brown 
Adult Flea Beetles are attracted by the 
green leaves of the young rape crop 
against bare soil.  This has probably 
been the single biggest factor in the  
high-pressure areas of East Anglia.  
There is evidence to suggest that drilling 
into tall straw (20 cm) or chaff or, indeed, 
into green cover can significantly reduce 
the effects of adult feeding damage by 
effectively camouflaging the crop and 
confusing the beetle. 

3  Moisture Not Calendar Date 
The reaction of growers has been to 
move to early drilling to establish the 
crop before the main migration of the 
Flea Beetle adult, which normally takes 
place in September.  The evidence shows 
that, while early drilled crops establish 
better, they often carry higher larval 
numbers into late autumn and the spring. 
Delayed drilling until after the peak 
migration is possible but is considered 
very high risk as soil conditions 
normally decline quickly in September.
The most important factor is having 

adequate seedbed moisture so that 
seedlings are actively growing by the 
time of migration.  Calendar date is less 
important and if there is no moisture 
then it is best to wait.  Where possible 
use minimal soil disturbance to drill the 
crop to conserve moisture.

4  Rapid Growing Varieties 
There is no genetic resistance to Flea 
Beetle nor difference between varieties 
in terms of early crop vigour.  However, 
there are significant differences in 
growth rate of varieties over the autumn 
period and their ability to grow away 
vigorously in the spring.
The varieties that showed more resilience 
to larval attack included hybrids DK 
Exsteel, DK Expedient, Ambassador 
and Inv1035, and conventional varieties 
Anastasia and Aardvark. 
Some farmers reacted to Flea Beetle by 
increasing seed rates to help establishment 
to compensate for plant losses.  However, 
this can be counterproductive as it can 
result in thinner stems that are less 
resilient to larval damage.  Normal seed 
rates are recommended.

5  Soil Conditions and Crop Nutrition 
It is important to check soil conditions 
are optimal for early growth and are 
free of any compaction, with adequate 
levels of macro and micro nutrients, 
including boron.
There is overwhelming evidence 
to show that seedbed nitrogen and 
phosphorous is beneficial for early 
growth and good rooting, and placing 
30kg/ha of nitrogen and 40kg/ha of 
phosphate in bands will stimulate roots 
to grow.  Many farmers use organic 
manures like chicken muck or digestate 
to give the crop an early boost.
Other farmers prefer ammonium 
nitrate, DAP or Agrii-Start OSR, which is 
specially formulated for oilseed rape.

6  Companion and Nurse Cropping 
Companion crops have proven 
successful, particularly at reducing larval 
damage rather than adult shot-holing. 
Buckwheat is probably the most widely 
tested, but Vetches and Berseem Clover 
have also been used.
Buckwheat forms an ‘umbrella’ over the 

top of the oilseed rape and appears to 
discourage the pest, reduce egg laying 
and overall larval numbers.  Buckwheat 
is also a good early scavenger of 
phosphate so, as it dies, it releases 
phosphate back to the growing crop.

7  Seed and Foliar Biostimulants 
Take Off OSR seed treatment is a root 
biostimulant containing phosphite + 
Pyroglutamic acid (PGA), which can aid 
establishment and help early nitrogen 
metabolism.  The majority of Agrii oilseed 
rape seed is treated with it to boost early 
crop vigour.
Foliar stimulation is also important. 
Applying a foliar mix of macro and micro 
nutrients at the two-leaf stage can give 
crops a boost and serves as a follow-up to 
the seed-bed fertiliser.

8  Monitor Crops and Use  
Spray Thresholds 
Growers should monitor crops for 
the pest which includes shot holing at 
emergence and yellow-trapping in the 
autumn.  Use adjuvants to help get the 
most out of pyrethroids and there is some 
anecdotal evidence that spraying at night 
helps.  Pyrethroid resistance is widespread 
and, following the revocation of Biscaya, 
no other foliar insecticides are approved. 
In the spring dissect crops to assess 
larval numbers and, where recognised 
thresholds are exceeded, consider treating 
with CleanCrop Argent + Toil.  Larvae 
are more difficult to kill but appear more 
susceptible at the 1st instar stage.
With the declining efficacy of insecticide 
sprays from resistance, an integrated 
approach to crop management is the only 
way to keep oilseed rape in the rotation.

In summary, oilseed rape remains a 
profitable break-crop but growers need 
confidence to establish it and grow it 
successfully.  It is important to employ 
all of these cultural control measures 
together to have the best chance of 
success.  These recommendations have 
been developed by Agrii R&D and tested 
by growers in commercial situations with 
a high degree of success.

David Leaper, Seed Technical Specialist

Oilseed rape remains a useful and profitable 
break crop but only when it can be established 
and grown successfully, otherwise it is an 
expensive and high-risk crop to grow.



05. Seed & Nutrition

Have you considered 
farm saving your seed?

Following extremely challenging Autumn 2019 and 
Spring 2020 seasons for us all, we are pleased to say 
that our nationwide Farm Saved Seed (FSS) team, rose 
to the challenge in meeting the demand of processing 
our customers’ farm saved seed requirements when the 
weather finally allowed drilling to resume.  

Operating a nationwide fleet of mobile seed units and 
using full time in-house operators allowed the team to 
deploy resource where it was required exactly when  
it was required.

Now our attention is fully on the coming autumn season; 
ensuring the entire fleet is fully serviced in a much 
narrower time frame than usual, and ready to go early, 
as many growers are considering farm saving from their 
grain currently in store pre-harvest due to the uncertainty 
of seed supply or not having the correct varieties sown last 
autumn.  We are increasingly being asked the importance 
of seed treatments so below is a reminder of why they are 
agronomically important tools to help ensure you establish 
the best quality crops.

In summary seed treatments continue to provide a range 
of benefits by:

✚	 Controlling seed and soil-borne diseases that  
reduce crop establishment and crop vigour  
(e.g. seedling blight, damping off)

✚	 Protecting against diseases that affect yield and seed 
quality (e.g. take-all, smuts, bunts and leaf stripe)

✚	 Suppressing diseases and contaminants that affect  
grain marketability (e.g. ergot)

✚	 Targeting damaging pests (e.g. wireworm,  
wheat bulb fly)

✚	 Boosting early vigour and increasing root/shoot 
biomass and yield (e.g. Vibrance Duo, Take off PGA)

✚	 Delivering early crop nutrition to stimulate growth and 
redress soil deficiency (e.g. manganese,  
zinc and copper)

✚	 Improving handling and flowability through the drill 
(e.g. polymers)

If you would like any further information on how Agrii 
Farm Saved Seed & Bulk Grain Cleaning service can  
help you, please speak with your Agrii agronomist or email 
info@agrii.co.uk to find your local FSS contact’s details.

Mark Taylor, National Farm Saved Seed  
Business Manager

OSR Establishment: 
A focus on  
seedbed nutrition
The foundation of a successful winter oilseed rape (WOSR) 
crop is all about creating the best seedbed conditions 
possible with whatever establishment system the farm is 
using, to set up a good tilth, so that when the seed is sown 
at the correct depth, it will encourage rapid emergence of 
cotyledons and sustain growth into well developed plants. 
This sounds simple enough, but in practice a small seeded 
crop like WOSR faces many challenges along the way 
during its autumn phase of growth. 

Tom Land, Fertiliser Technical Manager

Rape’s very small seed only has 
enough nutrients and energy to 
grow a small root system before 
having to rely on nutrients from 
the soil.  However, with such a very 
small root, access to soil nutrients 
is limited.  The crop needs to 
develop a good green area index 
(GAI) before the onset of winter – 
this requires a good supply  
of nutrients including:

Nitrogen  Key element in achieving target GAI of 1 before 
the onset of winter.  Less tillage and later drilling will result 
in less N available from mineralisation.  NVZ maximum 
application rate 30kg/ha N.  Often dry soils struggle to 
mobilise Nitrogen.  We recommend using a fertiliser that 
contains many different forms of N including Nitrate.

Phosphate  A critical element for energy and cell division 
in the plant.  Applications are crucial especially in low 
P index soils and alkaline soils where P availability is 
limited by pH.  OSR seed typically contains about  
7 days supply of phosphate, then the plant is reliant on 
acquiring this essential nutrient from the soil.  DAP is a 
good option, Agrii trials have demonstrated that DAP 
combined with P-Reserve provides better establishment 
and results in greater yields.

Boron  Important for OSR, and a leachable element, so a 
seedbed application could be considered where soil levels 
are low.  It is also worth considering that Boron is essential 
for root development and cell division so applying some  
of the plant’s B requirement at drilling is very useful.

Agrii has been conducting Nutrition Trials on oilseed 
rape for over 10 years.  This R&D has helped to formulate 
the grades we have available in the market today, 
including Agrii-Start OSR:

Product N P K S Rate 
kgs/ha

Saving 
£/ha

Agrii-Start OSR + P-Reserve + WTB 30 40 0 0 128 12

✚	Agrii-Start OSR is designed to be a ‘Starter Fertiliser’ for OSR
✚	Product is capable of 36m spread widths and drill placement systems

P-Reserve has been proven to be 87% more effective  
than standard phosphate treatments.

(Trial data submitted: Aspects of Applied Biology paper 134)



Trace elements essential for lamb development

The 2019 MAP Benchmarking 
Project Results are in…

Forage analysis carried out by Agrii 
on an extensive scale, shows that most 
of the essential trace elements such 
as copper, selenium, cobalt, zinc and 
iodine are deficient in forage and need 
to be supplemented.  This will obviously 
differ in different parts of the country, 
and your Agrii advisor would be willing 
to take forage samples of grass or 
preserved forage to indicate any need 
for supplementation.

Agrii Superthrive Lamb and Ewe Drench 
contains a balanced ratio of chelated 
and unchelated trace elements and 
vitamins.  The objective is to provide the 
animal with a reserve of stored trace 
elements (stored in the soft tissue of 
the body), which can then, upon times 
of stress, production demands, worm 
challenge, weaning etc., be released and 
become readily available to the animal.  

We would advise that the Superthrive 
range of minerals and trace elements 
available in either powder or molassed 
bucket form will act as an ideal follow 

up to the drench and give valuable 
continuity to stock improvement.  

Not just for lambs, available for all 
livestock to supply:

✚	 Support to the immune system.

✚	 Improved conception rates and 
lambing and calving percentages.

✚	 Reduction in barren ewes.

✚	 Fitter ewes – stronger lambs

✚	 Increased resistance to infection.

✚	 Free flowing product

NB When used in conjunction with 
a wormer always administer the 
Superthrive first.  Do not mix.

Lambs at the pre- and post- weaning 
stage are probably are at their highest 
point of stress during those early 
months of life.  Trace elements and 
vitamins are essential for growing 
lambs, particularly as the grazing 
season progresses.  They are critical for 
every function for the growing animal 
and like fats, proteins, carbohydrates, 
etc., need to be in the correct balance. 

Please speak to your local Agrii Animal 
Health Advisor about all options 
available or contact David Pryce rama 
at our Ludlow Office on 01584 872134  
for further help and advice.

06. Animal Health/Arable Benchmarking

Tim Horton, Regional Technical Advisor

The variability in performance 
of oilseed rape in many 
areas suggests that rotational 
changes will need to be 
examined for each farm.

Winter wheat remained 
the top performer in 2019, 
with yields up on average 
compared to 2018 but only 
a similar number of farms 
averaged over 12 t/ha (Fig. 2).  
The range of performance 
from top to bottom was tighter,  
reflecting the good conditions 
for wheat growing across the  
south region and all soil types.  
Graham was the top performing  
wheat variety closely 
followed by the Group 1 
milling wheat Crusoe.

To get involved in the  
MAP Project, please contact  
Tim Horton on 07770 648945,  
tim.horton@agrii.co.uk or 
Rob Baker on 07831 430172,  
robert.baker@agrii.co.uk.

Each farm that has contributed data is marked as a point on 
the graph showing the relative position of their gross margin 
performance in the group of farms; you can also see the farm 
yield, average variable costs and gross margin for all farms 
while the identity of businesses remains confidential.

Many farmers are looking at their 
rotations to try and move away  
from growing winter oilseed rape as 
closely in the rotation. 

Understanding crop and rotational 
performance on your farm and how 
you compare to other farms on similar 
soil types will help the decision 
making process.  Agrii’s Maximising 
Arable Performance (MAP) project is 
a consolidation of farm gross margin 
data based on measured yields and 
standardised output prices, applied 
according to crop quality.

Results from the project show that 2019 
provided better yields for most crops 
other than oilseed rape compared 
to 2018 (Fig. 1).  Lower output prices 
however reduced margins on most 
crops but winter oilseed rape and  
beans were similar to 2018.  Good yields  
of winter barley and low malting 
premiums meant the spring barley 
dropped below the winter crop in gross 
margin.  The struggle for oilseed rape 
highlights the pressure of, what was,  
the main break crop in the rotation.  
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Fig 1: Comparison of MAP Project results from 2017-2019

Fig 2: All Farm Winter Wheat Performance

David Pryce,  
Animal Medicine Advisor



07. News in brief

Vineyard  
Toolkit  

now available
The 2020 version of our  
Vineyard Toolkit is now  
available to growers.  
Please get in touch at  
fruit.solutions@agrii.co.uk  
if you’d like a copy.

Reducing the vulnerability of 
your land to compaction is a key 
regulatory point in the Soil and 
Water Rules for Farmers that are in 
force across England.  Ditch clearing 
and maintenance is a great way of 
ensuring water can move effectively 
from land; this in turn reduces the 
risk of land becoming waterlogged 
and vulnerable to compaction.  Many 
of you will already be giving great 
attention to this, but are you carrying 
this out at the right time of year?   
The main thing that stops you clearing 
ditches is the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act protecting ground nesting birds 
such as the lapwing and skylark.   
It is advisable to avoid ditch clearing 

and similar activities such as cutting 
the cross compliance margin, between 
February and August.  Further to  
this you must also ensure you have  
the correct farm waste exemption  
to deposit and use the spoil.  These  
are free and easy to access from  
https://wasteexemptions.service.gov.uk.   
The spoil must be stored away from the 
cross compliance margin and away 
from any stewardship field buffer strip 
you may have.  The spoil must not be 
taken away from the field adjacent  
to where the dredging took place and 
must be spread on the same field.   
As soon as the spoil is transported away 
from the field it becomes a different  
sort of waste and you need to follow  
a whole other set of regulations.  
Agrii has a dedicated consultancy  
team – if you require help or advice 
please do get in touch with Beth at  
beth.metson@agrii.co.uk.

Ditching…the Rules
Beth Metson, Agrii Farm  
Environment Advisor 

Agrii children’s  
activity pack
We normally give out 
our ‘food and farming’ 
children’s activity pack at 
summer shows and events, but if you’d 
like a copy to help keep your children 
occupied at home this summer, please just 
get in touch with us at info@agrii.co.uk. 

Future footprint of farming update
Tom Perrott, Regional Fertiliser Coordinator

Firstly, I hope that you and your families 
are all safe during these difficult 
times, isn’t it good to be part of an 
industry where we are finally getting 
some consistent positive support and 
messages, long may it last?

Since the last journal was sent out in 
January, we’ve had our meeting in 
Salisbury to discuss areas of carbon 
footprinting, environmental farming 
and greenhouse gases.  The event was 
extremely well attended and our thanks go 
to those that made it an engaging evening.   

Speakers were all well received 
and thought provoking, and farmers 
from as far afield as the Isle of Wight 
participated.  It was good to hear the 
benefits of urea inhibitors, including our 
own Origin-Enhanced-Nitrogen (OEN), 
and the counter thoughts from CF with 
the application of AN.  Todd Jex gave us 
an insight into some of the techniques 
deployed in conservative agriculture, 
providing a step away from more 
traditional methods of establishment. 
Certainly, there is no doubt that the 
agricultural industry is being set to task  
to become more environmentally aware 
in many of our operations.

Considering these continuous pressures, 
we have now got a trial at our Dorset 
iFarm, looking at starter fertilisers for 
spring cereal, in this instance spring 
barley.  We have replicated trials looking 
at the benefits of using starter fertiliser 
both as a placement product and 
incorporated into the seedbed… we will 
keep you updated as to the progress. 

But it’s not 
just granular 
products that 
we need to be 
developing and 
making more 
efficient, liquid 
can also be 
looked at, and 
current systems 
modified.  Agrii 
now has some 
tramline trials in Dorset looking at the 
effect of Urease Inhibitors added to 
liquid fertiliser and it will be interesting 
to start better understanding the effect 
these have on both crop efficiency,  
as well as application timings.  Please 
let us know if you would like to try an 
inhibitor in your current liquid system.

Please contact your Agrii 
agronomist or local fertiliser 
manager with any questions, or 
email thomas.perrott@agrii.co.uk.

Record liquid 
fertiliser deliveries  
in April
After the prolonged wet autumn and 
winter, the weather finally picked 
up in late March, with our fertiliser 
and distribution teams seeing 
record numbers of deliveries.  
Liquid fertiliser proved a popular 
choice in the North of Scotland in 
particular, and in April delivery 
records were broken two weeks on 
the trot.  In the week commencing 
13th April, more than 2,207m³ of 
product was delivered from Agrii’s 
liquid fertiliser production facility 
in Kincardine in Scotland, alone.

NEW 

Dorset iFarm trials site

Salisbury carbon footprinting event



08. Photo Competiton

CONNECT WITH
Via our  

Agronomy  
and advisory  

teams
We have over 300 

agronomists  
throughout the UK

At an Agrii  
iFarm Event 

We have 28 iFarm  
and Technology  

Centre demonstration 
farms throughout  

the UK

Online at  
agrii.co.uk
For the latest  
news, event 

information or  
to ask us a  
question

On Social Media Speak to our 
Customer  

Services Team 
With any  

queries on  
0845 607 3322  

or email  
info@agrii.co.uk

Your privacy: As an existing or potential contact of Agrii, the information contained in this document 
is designed to be relevant to your business and of interest to you.  You have the option to opt-out or 
unsubscribe at any time.  Please just get in touch with us using the contact details on this page to let us know.

AgriiUK

AgriiUK

AgriiUK

Agrii_UK

AgriiUK

Thank you to everyone who has entered!
This year’s Agrii Photography 
Competition closes on 31st May –  
at the time of press you still have a 
very short period of time to enter if  
you haven’t already done so.
Who will win? You decide!

We are pleased  
to be supporting  
The Farming  
Community Network  
and FWAG’s Silver Lapwing  
Awards with a small donation  
for every entry made to the  
photo competition.

All winning pictures, plus the ‘best of the rest’ will appear in the  
Agrii 2021 Calendar and Wall Planner.  Voting on the shortlisted  
entries will open on our website on 12th June. 

Vote on your favourites at www.agrii.co.uk from 12th June

Get the optimum 
yield from 
every field with 
Contour desktop
RHIZA gives you access to the best data for 
smarter daily management of your crops.

✚	 Variable rate seed and nutrient planning

✚	 P, K, Mg and pH soil analysis information

✚	 Enter cropping and view historical data

✚	 Pest and disease models to manage risk 
at farm and field level

✚	 Works in conjunction with Contour mobile

✚	 Cloud penetrating synthetic aperture 
radar monitoring

✚	 Hyperlocal weather data

✚	 Satellite imagery with a 3.5 m2 resolution 
- highest available to UK agriculture

✚	 Secured data

✚	 Modern and user-friendly design

Agrii is providing all customers with 
access to the RHIZA Base package.  
For more information on the RHIZA offer, 
contact your agronomist or local RHIZA 
account manager.

Since the start of March, we’ve also  
been running a weekly ‘Photo of the 
Week’ competition. 
Here are the weekly winning pictures so far,  
as voted for by our Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram followers:

Agrii Photography 
Competition 2020

Good Morning 
Nicola Walford

Pressing on 
Charlie Catto

Highland cow 
S Kennedy

The Old Barn 
Robert Nutter

Following the plough 
J Clark

Travel in the Highlands 
Lorraine Christie

Photograph me if you can  
James Kirkham


