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To Treat or not to Treat?
That is the Question

A

grii is launching the FECPAC sheep wormer monitoring
system (available from early 2018) to evaluate the faecal
egg count numbers from sheep at various stages of
worming programmes.
One of the most signiﬁcant issues facing the sheep industry
with regard to the use of Anthelmintics is the problem of
resistance. In order to protect ﬂock health and animal welfare,
sheep farmers should act sooner rather than later.
Worm resistance has been reported in the three older classes
of wormers; Benzamidazoles, Levamisoles and Ivermectins/
Moxidectins. Wormer resistance has reached very high levels
in the UK and Northern Ireland, shown in the table below.
UK

N. Ireland

Group 1 BZ’s Benzamidazole

94%

81%
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Group 2 LV’s Levamisole

68%

14%

New Opti-Lix buckets range
now in stock at Agrii

Group 3 ML Ivermectin

51%

50%

Group 3 ML Moxidectin

19%

62%
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The ﬁgures in the table show beyond question that great care
must be taken in choosing the right wormer, at the right time
of year, to treat the right parasites. Therefore giving added
strength to the need for faecal egg counts.
A parasite is considered resistant if it survives exposure to the
recommended dose of an Anthelmintic and its ability to survive
is then passed on to its offspring. Resistance is considered to be
a problem if a drench test shows a reduction in the faecal egg
count of below 90%. Considering the above, it is important to
think about how actions on farm can inﬂuence resistance.

Contact us
Please get in touch
with any comments or
questions about any of the
articles featured in this
newsletter.
Ludlow: 01584 872134
Knighton: 01547 529073
Presteigne: 01544 260140
Visit us at Welshpool
Market

@AgriiWest
www.agrii.co.uk

What actions will speed up the development of
resistance on farm?
Frequent use of Anthelmintics from the same group.
Treating adult sheep unnecessarily: Adult sheep in good
condition can carry a certain worm burden, without constant
worming. It may be worthwhile discussing the SCOPS
directives on sheep worming with your Agrii contact.
Under-dosing: Always calibrate the Drench gun to the correct
dose. Dose to the heaviest weight of the sheep, or divide the
ﬂock according to body weight if possible.
The use of combination products when not required. It’s
important not to use both Liver Fluke products and Wormers
at the same time if the problem only concerns Liver Fluke.
Drenching and moving straight onto clean low
contamination pasture: Sheep should be returned to dirty
pasture for 24/48 hours after dosing before returning to clean
pasture.
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Why use FECs?
To determine the need to
treat. If worm counts are
below a certain threshold,
treatment may need to
be delayed or indeed no
wormer needed, saving
both product and labour
costs.
To test if the treatment
has worked effectively.
Ideally a pre-drench test,
followed by a post-drench
test would ascertain if the
product used is effective
or if there is a resistance
problem.
To provide information
on the amount of
contamination going onto
the pasture, particularly if
the contamination is from
sheep producing resistant
worms, which can then
pass on infection and affect
the whole ﬂock.

How does FECPAC work?
The process involves collection
of a cross section of samples
of faeces from approximately
20% of the ﬂock. A small plastic
spoonful of fresh material
placed and sealed in a plastic
bag is ideal, kept cool but not
frozen, brought fresh into Agrii
who will then prepare and
send the sample(s) for analysis.
The prepared samples are
then analysed by a technician
online and Agrii subsequently
receive the results via email
(within 1 hour at the earliest).
To register your interest in the
above please speak to your
usual Agrii contact.
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Rodenticide
training for
non-compliant
personnel

New Heatwave
Milk Warmer
System

T

he Heatwave Milk Warmer® system allows a large barrel
of reconstituted milk powder to be mixed up cold and
fed on demand, via the milk warming system. Lambs
drink an average of 1.0 litre per day on an ad lib basis. With 4
teats, the Heatwave Milk Warmer® will feed up to 50 lambs. A
milk powder recommended for ad lib feeding must be used in
conjunction with the system.

C

hanges in legislation concerning the sale and use of
Rodenticides has unfortunately resulted in a problem for
farmers not afﬁliated to a government scheme allowing
the professional use of rodenticides. For those unregistered
and without the necessary qualiﬁcation for the purchase and
use of rodenticides, Agrii will be running a series of training
programmes in conjunction with suppliers. On receipt of the
certiﬁcate gained for completing the training, Agrii can then
update individual particulars on the system, which will then
allow you to purchase rodenticides from Agrii. Please note
these events will only be held providing numbers of at least
10/12 participants per meeting can be reached.

Young ruminants prefer warm milk early on in their life and
their ability to convert milk into growth is at its most efﬁcient at
this time. Heatwave provides a process of frequent small feeds
which not only improves digestion but also helps to increase
performance, when colostrum feeding is followed by an
accelerated milk feeding programme. Animals are heavier at
weaning, so the cost per kg of live weight gain is similar to that
of once a day feeding.

Please ring 01584 872134 if you are interested in attending one
of these courses. Alternatively, you can register via the links
below.
www.thinkwildlife.org
01924 268433.
Campaign for responsible rodenticide use CRRU Stewardship.
Home page give you access to view list of training and
certiﬁcation options and a list of approved farm assurance
schemes.
www.lantra.co.uk
02476 696996.
Training course and certiﬁcation available for rodenticides.
www.killgerm.com
01924 268445.
Training course for rodenticides.
www.rodentcontrolonfarms.co.uk
01453 300007.
Online training and certiﬁcation for rodenticides.

Available from Agrii at Ludlow, Presteigne and Knighton.

Heatwave Lamb®/Calf Feeders® useful information
One unit feeds up to 30 Calves or 50 Lambs
Suitable for Milk Powder or Whole Milk Feeding
Hygienic; milk is stored cold
No moving parts; reliable
Thermostatically controlled
Promotes fast growing livestock
Promotes healthy livestock
Labour saving
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Does soya protein Outbreak of
have a benefit
Coccidiosis
over Hi Pro 50
and Combi Pro?

T

he results of a study conducted by Harper Adams showed
no advantages of feeding soya protein over Urea Protein
(Hi Pro 50) for cattle of more than 350kg live weight. That
said, in younger cattle the soya will be advantageous and in
this case Agrii recommends Combi Pro, containing both RDP
and UDP protein.
The reason behind this is that in more mature cattle, the rumen
bacteria make their own quality protein from simple nitrogen
sources (urea) and don’t need preformed proteins such as soya.
If just using soya, there is a need to add molasses to achieve
palatability and minerals/vitamins separately, to achieve the
equivalent of Hi Pro 50. There is a need to feed 10% more soya
if it is straight Brazilian 44% to the ration to equal the input of
Hi Pro 50. A ration based on soya plus minerals is likely to
work out more expensive than Hi Pro based on the extra soya
required to achieve the same end protein levels, as well as the
additional mineral cost.

O

utbreaks of coccidiosis in sheep are caused by two
species of sheep-speciﬁc parasites. Following the
ingestion of coccidian oocysts from a contaminated
environment, the parasite invades and multiplies in the cells
of the lining of the intestine. Lambs can become easily infected
from adult animals, which excrete infective parasite oocysts.
If lambs are exposed to a high burden from contaminated
bedding in the lambing sheds, or pastures at turnout, then the
challenge will be high. Stress factors or inadequate levels of
colostrum, can also contribute towards higher disease level.

When accessing your feed rations, bear in mind the recent
ﬁgures from AHDB showing ME levels from forage are lower
than the 2010 – 2016 average levels. This may need to be
adjusted when accessing feed values. The information below
(with thanks to Rumenco) is a good indicator of the extra value
gained from decent quality silage; 11 ME against silage of 10.5
and 9.5 ME respectively.
For farmers without home mixing facilities, Agrii sells a full
range of beef and sheep compound feeds, manufactured by
Lloyds Animal Feeds and available in both bags and bulk.

Lambs are particularly susceptible between 4 to 6 weeks of
age, when protection from the ewe’s colostrum has decreased
and the lambs own immunity to the disease has not fully
developed. It is advised to treat lambs at this stage to help to
prevent problems developing.
Vecoxan® can be administered at the same time as worming if
necessary, but must be given separately. Make sure that lambs
are treated before they lose condition, because extra nutrition
management will be required to reach optimum slaughter
weight.
Please speak to your Agrii advisor for further details.

Key points to remember
Pre Lambing Vaccine – use this 4 to 6 weeks prior to
lambing.
Pre Lambing Preparation – disinfect walls, pens and feeders
prior to housing.
Lambing Requirements – full range of lambing
requirements in store.
Lambing lists available for your pre-lambing ordering.
Full range of beef and sheep feeds available as well as
lamb milk powders and milk feeders. Please contact your
Agrii advisor for details.

Please speak to your Agrii advisor for recommended
suitable rations.
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New Opti-Lix
buckets range now
in stock at Agrii

A

grii is now stocking a full range of sheep and cattle
buckets from Downland including the following:

Cattle Magnesium
A low moisture, high Magnesium feed lick for all types of cattle
where there is a risk of Hypomagnesaemia. This is ideal for
dairy cows, suckler cows and milking heifers on lush spring
and autumn grass where the risk is always higher.
Use: Ideal for feeding to young stock to maintain target daily
live weight gain.
Available in 20kg and 80kg tubs.

Beneﬁts: The high sugar content improves palatability.
Additionally, the lick supplies essential trace elements,
including chelated zinc.
Use: Feed pre-turnout in spring until stagger risk has
passed and again in the late summer/autumn. Note that
this lick contains copper so is not suitable for sheep (sheep
magnesium tub also available).

Opti-lix High Energy
An extra-high energy and protein feed tub for all types of ewes,
rams and lambs. Ideal for all year-round supplementation of
forage and grazing, especially from mid pregnancy feeding
and pre-and post lambing.
Beneﬁts: Helps improve digestibility and intake of grazing
and forages due to high sugar content, providing more
energy to stock for better performance. It will also bridge
energy supply pre-lambing and help where there is a
potential risk of twin lamb disease. It contains high levels of
vitamin E and trace elements, important for easier lambing
and lamb vigour, as well as selenised yeast for better
selenium availability and chelated zinc to support good foot
health, fertility and ﬂock health.
Use: Feed mid pregnancy to maintain body condition and
ﬁtness in ewes as lambing approaches. Especially useful
in adverse weather conditions or where grazing requires
supplementation.
Available in 20kg and 80kg tubs.

Available in 20kg and 80kg Tubs.

Cattle Balancer
A low moisture, high energy and protein feed lick for dairy and
beef cattle on grazing and high forage diets. Ideal for all yearround supplementation, especially for growing cattle, bulling
heifers and cows to support optimal performance.
Beneﬁts: Helps to improve intake and digestibility of grazing
and forage. It also contains several sources of protein
to balance low protein forage and grazing, as well as
supplying essential trace elements to help balance potential
deﬁciencies common in grazing and forages. It also includes
three sources of copper including chelated copper, for better
availability especially important for bulling cows and in
heifers for optimal fertility.

Dates for your diary

Agrii Forage and Livestock
Products Directory

Ludlow NRoSO courses – 7th & 28th February 2018. Please
email events@agrii.co.uk to book
Beef Expo – 25th May 2018
Ludlow Summer iFarm – 25th June 2018
N.S.A. Sheep Event – Three Counties Showground, Malvern.
18th July 2018

T

he Agrii Forage and Livestock Products Directory
edition 2 is now available. This provides a full guide
to all of our services for mixed and livestock farmers.
It also provides lots of useful reference information.Please
email livestock@agrii.co.uk or talk to your usual Agrii
contact if you’d like a copy of the Directory.

Thank you to everyone who attended the Agrii Ludlow and Rumenco
event on Autumn and Winter Feeding Programmes for Beef and Sheep.
Additional thanks go to David Thornton, Rumenco Technical Manager.
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