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Tiffany

Breeder: LS Plant Breeding

• Tiffany is a new spring bean variety to the market with enhanced feeding qualities 
for animals.  It has produced high yields and good protein levels in trials, however 
the key attribute is that it is very low in Vicine and Convicine, which are not easily 
digested by animals.  These have shown to work particularly well in poultry and pigs.  

• Specific buy back contracts are available with this LVC variety.  It is not advisable to 
grow this variety without a defined end market contract. 

• In limited breeder’s and official trials to date Tiffany has produced yields 
comparable with Vertigo and Fanfare and above Fuego.

• The variety also has decent straw strength and is of early maturity.  Downy Mildew 
resistance is rated as average.  Tiffany is an RAC (Royalty Area Collection) variety, 
this means the seed cost does not include royalty and that the grower will be paying 
it based on the area grown.
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Spring beans offer very good break and rotational crop 
benefits.  The soil enhancing nature of beans offers good 
entry for wheat crops with the bonus of residual nitrogen.  
The demand for beans for the premium export market is one where supply 
can be affected by the timings of the Australian and French crop.  Quality is 
also key and usual specifications can sometimes move to an average for the 
season.  Growers therefore sometimes need to remain patient but realistic 
about the quality of the produce, particularly in respect of any Bruchid and 
seed size issues.

Forward contracts for harvest 2018 will become available as demand dictates, 
these usually relate to premiums over a forward feed wheat price.  Choice 
of variety is a key factor in this process, where demand is strong then most 
varieties of the right quality will find homes, when demand is less buyers will 
prefer the larger seeded and more even-sized types.

Agrii have recently instigated work on spring beans looking at macro and 
micro nutrition and its effect on ultimate performance and quality.



Vertigo
• Introduced to the market at the same time as Fanfare.  Has a slightly 

higher yield on the PGRO 2017 Recommended List.

• Similar in maturity to Fanfare and like Fanfare is suitable for the 
premium export markets.

• Large seed size which contributes towards producing the attractive 
samples needed for the premium export markets.

• Slightly weaker in straw than Fanfare but slightly better  
Downy Mildew resistance.

Fanfare
• A fully recommended variety on the PGRO list.  Produces high yields  

and is of early maturity.

• Good consistent yield performance over the past 5 years and has 
performed very well in trials in 2017.

• A pale hilum variety with a moderate to large seed size that is usually 
suitable for the premium export market.

• Solid agronomics with good standing ability at harvest and an average 
resistance to Downy Mildew.

Breeder: LS Plant Breeding

Breeder: LS Plant Breeding
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Spring Beans



Breeder: Maribo, Denmark  |  UK Agent: Agrii

Fuego
• Long established and reliable variety that has a good track record with the 

suppliers to the export market.

• Stiffest variety available in the market and slightly shorter than Vertigo and 
Fanfare with good early maturity too.  In the past has consistently produced  
a large seed size suited to the export market.

• Downy Mildew resistance is below average and will require more  
intensive management.

Breeder: LS Plant Breeding  |  UK Agent: Limagrain UK

Daytona                                                                    
BLUE PEAS

• The leading blue pea for quality and colour retention.  Daytona has 
consistently delivered samples of good colour retention across a range  
of conditions better than other blue pea varieties.  This gives growers the  
best chance of maximising premiums into the human and micronizing  
pet food market.

• Daytona is also one of the earliest blue peas available and also has one the 
best scores for standing ability and Downy Mildew resistance.
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Kareni                                                                    
WHITE PEAS

• A high yielding white pea newly introduced in spring 2017.  Yields from 
harvest 2017 have shown it continues to deliver yields above the likes of 
Gregor and Mascara.

• Medium to large seed size suited to human food split pea market.

• Good standing ability and medium maturity.  With average resistance to 
Downy Mildew.

Breeder: Momont, France  UK  |  UK Agent: Senova

Karpate                                                                    
WHITE PEAS

• Slightly higher yielding in trials than Kareni, both in 2017 and in previous 
years and likely to sit at the top of the list for white peas. 

• Large seed size, ideal for the split pea market.

• Very similar agronomically to Kareni, so has no particular weaknesses 
agronomically.  Very limited seed available for 2018.

Breeder: Momont, France  UK  |  UK Agent: Senova

Breeder: Maribo, Denmark  |  UK Agent: Agrii

Ragtime                                                                    
WHITE PEAS

• Known to produce very attractive white pea samples for both shape and colour 
and therefore may be capable of fetching a premium.  Suitable for home and 
export markets.

• Very good standing ability and is earlier to mature than some other white peas. 
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Peas



Zero4                                                                    
BLUE PEAS

• Zero4 is a small blue pea with short straw but good standing ability and very 
early maturity.  Experience has shown that it can mature between one and  
two weeks earlier than other commercially available varieties depending  
on location.

• It is suitable for most blue pea markets.  Should be drilled at a higher sowing 
rate than other blue peas to maximise yields.  Target 110 plants/m2.

Breeder: Toft Plant Breeding, Denmark  |  UK Agent: Limagrain UK

Breeder: Toft Plan Breeding, Denmark  |  UK Agent: Dalton Seeds
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Sakura                                              
MARROWFAT PEA

• The most popular human consumption variety, due to consistent performance, good 
colour retention and very large seed size.  Advisable to be grown on buy back 
contracts to ensure defined market security.  Yields can be within 10-15% of white 
or blue peas with an attractive premium for the right sample which more than 
compensates in gross margin terms.

• Its standing ability and maturity are similar to Prophet but Downy Mildew 
resistance is poorer than most blue and white peas. 
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Human Consumption Peas 
and contract opportunities
Peas remain a good option as a break crop for many 
reasons relating to rotation, soil enhancing, residual 
nitrogen and weed control benefits. 

Peas

Pulse gross margins are not always 
as good as some other spring crops, 
however the hidden benefits have 
an almost tactile nature, rather than 
affecting just the bottom line and should 
therefore not be undervalued.

Given the historical nature of fluctuations 
in crop areas of peas, processors and  
end users are increasingly becoming 
more tuned in to forward contracts.   
These contracts offer supply stability to 
the market for both growers and the end 
market, it is vital for these minor crops 
to avoid the spikes and dips in values 
as the end user confidence in supply 
can sometimes be dented, potentially 
harming longer term crop prospects.

With the lack of a true base price on a world 
level for peas then commitments from these 
processors are generally speculative in 
nature which in turn enforces the trade 
commitment towards having confidence in 
the whole supply chain.  

Growing Human Consumption pea 
varieties can produce the highest returns 
(particularly Marrowfat varieties) but 
some varieties may not be as easy to 
manage and the end value is very much 
subject to the quality of the crop. 

Special attention to care of the crop 
through its whole life is very important 
in assuring the best quality is produced 
and retained through to delivery to the 
processor.  Colour retention is key to this, 
aligned with the required moisture content 
but this must be achieved without damage 
or cracking to the peas which can reduce 
the range of uses for the processor and 
ultimately may reduce the value.   
An appropriate seed treatment is advised 
for some varieties in situations where 
Downy Mildew has an increased risk.

Contracts will be available for spring 
2018 on Marrowfat peas, white peas and 
blues.  These are quite specialist and 
therefore may be limited.
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Most importantly, use vigour selected seed.  All spring rape seed stocks 
sold by Agrii have been tested for vigour and carry the ‘Vigour tested’ logo.  
The Agrii vigour test is unique to Agrii and associated businesses.

WHAT IS SEED VIGOUR?
The ability of the seedling to survive and grow under 
stressful conditions such as wet, dry, cold, compacted 
soil or generally less than ideal conditions.
We know for a fact that good germination does not 
necessarily equate to good vigour, but good vigour 
scores do equate to good establishment.

The size of the spring oilseed rape area is 
very small compared to the winter area.  
Nonetheless variety choice is still important.  
Trials are very limited but they do clearly indicate that hybrids  
offer an advantage in yield and gross output terms over the  
conventional varieties.  There are two breeders who  
dominate the market in spring rape varieties.

Bayer CropScience have Builder and Dodger.  Both have  
high gross output with Builder having marginally higher  
oil content and maybe slightly earlier than Dodger.   
Both have also been in the market for a couple of years.   
Relatively early to mature and short strawed.

DSV market the highest gross output variety on the  
2017 Descriptive List in Mirakel.  Again Mirakel has  
been in the market a couple of years and is slightly  
earlier than Doktrin, from the same breeder.  Doktrin is  
slightly shorter in the straw.  Gross output figures have  
been comparable with the Bayer lines.  In addition  
DSV expect to market a new variety for 2018 – Lumen.   
Again very high gross output, high oil and good  
straw characteristics.

Lastly, there is Tamarin.  The main conventional  
variety in the market.  Tamarin is the earliest variety  
available, an important characteristic for those trying  
to get harvest as close as possible to a winter crop.  
Short and stiff strawed.  Tamarin is marketed by Senova.

Spring Oilseed Rape         
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Spring Linseed          
The objective when growing a linseed crop must be to achieve at least 2 tonnes 
per hectare.  To do this it is necessary to choose the variety that will give you the  
best chance and to sow enough seeds into a good enough seed bed.

Seed rates will vary between 500-700 seeds per square metre.  The target being  
to establish 350-500 plants per square metre.  It is very important 
to drill into a warm moist seed bed at a depth of 
about 1.5-2.5cm to give the plants the best chance 
of a speedy establishment. 

There are a number of weed control and harvest 
management options available and growers 
should consult their Agrii agronomist.

Breeder: GK Kft, Hungary  |  Maintainer: Agrii

GK Emma      

Juliet                                              
 
• Juliet has been the highest yielding variety on the AHDB Descriptive List for 13 out 

of the last 15 years and is 6% above the next nearest variety.  It also has one of the 
highest oil contents.  

• It is clearly demonstrating its ability to perform in a range of soil types and seasons.  
• Suitable for growing in most parts of England, although if maturity is the most 

important criterion it may be better to choose GK Emma.

Breeder: GK Kft, Hungary  |  Maintainer: Agrii

• GK Emma is also bred by GK Kft, the breeder of Juliet.  
• It has produced gross outputs at 96% of control but the main appeal of the variety 

will be its rating as one of the earliest varieties available.  
• This may be critical in difficult years or areas of naturally later harvesting.  
• Standing ability is good. 

Spring Linseed



GB Seeds and  
niche buy backs
With on-farm gross margins becoming ever increasingly put under pressure, 
farmers are on the lookout for crops that command additional premiums.

Due to the nature of these markets,  
there are limitations on how much area 
can be contracted. 

Please speak with a member of the 
team at GB Seeds or your local  
Agrii agronomist for details and 
contract availability.

GB Seeds is the specialist seed business 
of Agrii and offers a range of buy back 
opportunities on various niche crops. 
These are available throughout the year 
and include Naked Oats, Linseed, Maple 
Peas, Yellow Peas, Tic Beans, Millet and 
Canary seed; subject to seed availability.

Most of these are used for their own 
consumption through the processing 
plant at Ingham, near Bury St Edmunds, 
alongside the extensive range of other 
products imported from warmer climes.
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Spring oilseed rape can of course be marketed in the same way as the winter crop 
through our grain marketing partners Glencore and Scotgrain.  Prices remain 
attractive and growers should consider locking in some of their production.

The linseed area has remained fairly buoyant over the last few years.   
With demand into specialist animal feeds as well as the bird food market.   
A percentage of the crop does also go for industrial uses.  

As mentioned below, GB Seeds are one of the largest bird food businesses in the UK 
and offer buy backs on linseed.  Agrii also work with other grain partners on linseed 
and prices are often partly based on a premium over the oilseed rape market.

Break Crops Marketing         
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Seed Treatm
ents

THIRAM
A basic treatment for control of damping off 
diseases in oilseed rape and linseed.

HY-PRO DUET
The best fungicide treatment for oilseed rape  
and linseed, for the control of Alternaria and 
damping off.

TAKE OFF ST

Take Off is designed to maximise the nutrient 
efficacy in the soil environment and will help 
the oilseed rape crop establish itself in difficult 
conditions.  Over 250,000 ha treated in the last  
five years.  Also available for linseed.

Oilseed Seed Treatments   

Pulse Seed Treatments

THIRAM

Thiram is used to control those fungi that cause 
damping off diseases in peas and beans (though 
it is rarely used in the latter case unless there is a 
history of problems).  

WAKIL XL

Generally used on peas, particularly high value 
human consumption varieties.  Good control of 
seed-borne Downy Mildew as well as Ascochyta 
and damping off. 

MANGANESE
Useful on deficient soils and can help  
protect against Marsh Spot as well as  
improving establishment. 

TAKE OFF ST
Take Off will help establish the crop by  
stimulating root growth and aiding  
establishment in difficult conditions.



Master Seeds is the seed marketing brand of Agrii.
Agrii, Andoversford, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL54 4LZ

www.agrii.co.uk

www.agrii.co.uk

For all your seed, agronomy and nutrition requirements  
call Agrii Customer Services on 0845 607 3322

✚ Seed quality is monitored at every stage of processing

✚ Field teams to advise on the most appropriate  
varieties for your farm

✚ Unique growing programmes,  fully researched  
at our trials centres

There are seeds,
and there are...


