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Information on grass seed 
dormancy seems to indicate 
that it is not going to be 

an easy year to get on top 
of the problem.  And there 
is no question that for many 
growers drilling in a late 
autumn slot or leaving it until 
the spring is going to be a 
necessary strategy that is 
part of the plan to manage 
blackgrass levels.

So what the pros and cons in 
terms of variety choice? Firstly, 
the yield potential is higher from 
the winter varieties in the late 
autumn slot. There are fewer 
trials done in this drilling period 
but what data that is available 
will indicate that for the most 

part winter varieties will outyield 
spring types. And certainly for 
growers that are simply delayed 
drilling but already have the 
seed on farm it is not worth 
switching to a spring type.

AHDB do publish a late 
autumn Recommended 
List comparing some winter 
varieties and some spring. 
Varieties such as KWS Lili, KWS 
Santiago, Leeds and Dickens 
lead the pack in yield terms with 
varieties such as KWS Willow 
and KWS Alderon listed as the 
leading spring types. The spring 
market is still dominated by 
Mulika, which has the benefit 
of a potential bread making 
premium but is a little back on 
yield. Skyfall which has a low 
vernalisation requirement was 
probably the most popular 
winter wheat in this autumn/
spring slot last year but the 
variety is already sold out so is 
unlikely to feature.

Data is available from Agrii 
agronomists on how different 
varieties vary in their ability 
to compete with grass weeds. 
Work has been done looking 

at spring varieties as well as 
winter. KWS Kilburn looks a 
good choice as a spring wheat 
in this respect.  Spring types do 
compete better with grass weeds 
and of course there is more time 
to get grass weeds to germinate 
and then be controlled. Clearly 
the weather will play a big part 
on when crops will be drilled but 
it is expected that the trend for a 
bigger percentage of the wheat 
area to come from late autumn 
and spring drilled crops will 
continue. 

Growers should not forget 
that spring pulses represent an 
excellent opportunity to attack 
grass weed problems and Agrii 
gross margin data suggests 
that they represent a good 
alternative to Spring Barley 
or Spring Wheat and very 
importantly provide the entry for 
1st wheats.

Managing grass weeds: the impact 
of drilling date and variety choice
Barry Barker - Agrii Seed Manager 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Varieties such 
as KWS Lili, KWS 
Santiago, Leeds 
and Dickens lead 
the pack in yield 
terms.

It is expected that 
the trend for a 
bigger percentage 
of the wheat area 
to come from late 
autumn and spring 
drilled crops will 
continue.
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11th November 
Thoresway iFarm

18th November  
Leadenham iFarm 

22nd November  
Throws Farm Technology Centre 

25th November  
Fincham iFarm 

28th November  
Lenham iFarm  

1st December  
Stow Longa Technology Centre 

Our iFarm’s offer farmers the 
opportunity to experience the very 
latest R&D and allow us to join up 
agri-science with practical agronomy, 
enabling our customers to constantly 
improve yields, grow profitable crops 
and respond to ‘The Food Challenge’.

For more information on any of these 
events please speak to your Agrii 
Agronomist, alternatively you can 
contact Charlie Lewis on 07789942493 
or email charlie.lewis@agrii.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

What to expect at Stow Longa in 2017

Lenham iFarm – Event Preview 

Thoresway iFarm - Event Preview

Autumn shows and events
We’ll be at a range of shows and 
events across the region this summer, 
a selection of which are below. Please 
come and see us for a chat and some 
refreshments.
 
29th & 30th November 
CropTec 
18th & 19th January
LAMMA 17  

It only feels like a month ago when we 
had over 80 farmers to the Lenham 
iFarm back in June but it’s full steam 

ahead for the site since with drilling well 
underway at the time of writing this. 
Preparations are also underway for our 
autumn meeting on the 28th November 
to ensure a good range of speaking 
topics and information is available to 
share, so farmers can come away with 
plenty to think about. 

The autumn meeting will revolve 
mainly around the site itself and what 
the results were from the trials harvest, 
including the top performers for the 
Kent area. We will also be talking about 
what’s going into the ground now so we 
can begin to create a picture of what to 

expect come the summer event.
In addition to this, we will have a few 

speakers from outside the local area, 
firstly our Regional Manager Ronan 
Hughes will be attending to discuss 
Agrii’s strategy as a whole and how it 
works for our customers, we also have 
a representative from Glencore grain to 
give a crop market update during these 
uncertain times in the run up Article 50 
being activated.  To finish it all off, David 
Felce, our Regional Technical Advisor 
will be talking about your trace element 
options and application best practice.  

Invitations for this event will be going 
out at the start of November so look out 
for yours in the post or speak to your 
Agrii agronomist. 

This autumn’s Thoresway iFarm 
event will be a busy morning with 
4 speakers armed with a wealth of 

information, including the welcome return 
of Philip Marr. Unlike previous years, 
the autumn event will be held at a new 
location in Cordeaux Corner, roughly 12 
miles from the Thoresway iFarm site, on 
Friday 11th November.  

The morning will consist of talks from 
Agrii representatives Steve Corbett 
and David Leaper who will be running 
through the trials harvest results at 
Thoresway and Leadenham iFarm 
sites, as well as results from trials further 
afield at the blackgrass and cover crops 
plots at Stow Longa Technology Centre 
in Cambridgeshire to see what lessons 

we can learn for the coming season. 
The event will have a couple of external 
speakers in the form of David Mathius 
and Tom Eaton from Glencore Grain 
who will be talking us through a crop 
market update following what has been 
a turbulent year! The meeting will also 
feature Philip Marr who will have a lot to 
say on the current challenges facing OSR 
growers with flea beetle and blackgrass 
pressure and will be asking the question 
“should we still grow it?”. 

Please do speak to your Agrii 
agronomist if you would like to attend, 
invites should have already arrived in the 
post. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Trials for 2017 have started to 
be drilled at our Blackgrass 
Technology Centre in Stow 

Longa, Cambridgeshire and the hard 
work continues at one of the UK’s most 
established and proven trials sites when 
it comes to tackling blackgrass. 

Work is continuing with the existing 
crop rotation trials that features different 
drilling dates looking at whether the 
impact of previous blackgrass numbers 
dictate a change of crop in the rotation, 
cultivation strategy and drilling date. 
And the crop competition trial remains 
for 2017, 13 years on from when it was 
started in 2004, comparing which winter 
wheat varieties cope best in a blackgrass 
situation.

Never to rest on their laurels, the team 
have also introduced some new trials 
for 2017 including nutrition programmes 
for later drilled wheat in a blackgrass 
situation, looking to see if yield and gross 
margin of wheat drilled late autumn and 
early spring can be raised using both 
macro and micro nutrition. Herbicide 
trials looking at pre, peri, post or stacked 
programmes, all in the fight against 
blackgrass. In conjunction with Natural 

England, the team are also continuing 
with the environmental area looking at 
ryegrass or ryegrass plus wild flowers 
and their impact of the blackgrass seed 
bank over the years.

In autumn 2014 the cover crop trials 
were introduced to the site specifically 
looking at soil structures and the impact 
on blackgrass control. 3 years in and 
the research has provided a wealth 
of information showing control can 
be obtained from some cover crops 
to achieve this. For 2017 the trials 
programme is being extended to cover 
more crop choices including winter 
wheat, winter barley, spring wheat, 
barley and oats plus spring linseed and 
beans.

We hold various events around the 
year to demonstrate the work taking 
place at Stow Longa including indoor 
conferences in the spring and autumn 
and a series of open days throughout 
the months of June and July. If you would 
like to attend any of these events or are 
interested in the work that is taking place 
at our Stow Longa site and how it could 
affect your farm business, please speak 
to your Agrii agronomist. 
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Precise attention to detail 
in each aspect of growing 
every crop in every part 

of every fi eld certainly isn’t easy 
when you’re managing 2400 
ha in 40 separate parcels of 
land up to 25 miles apart under 
17 different contract farming 
agreements.

But this is exactly what father 
and son, Bill and Eric Wright 

and their six-man Wrights 
Agriculture team are doing in 
north Leicestershire and south 
Nottinghamshire, by making 
the very most of modern 
farming and communication 
technologies.

From Glebe Farm, Saxelbye 
near Melton Mowbray, they’ve 
grown and developed the family 
business impressively over the 
past fi ve years, in particular, 
with a tightly-managed recipe 
of precision, performance, 
effi ciency and accountability 
based on long-term land care.

Application information based 
on agronomy recommendations 
from their Agrii agronomist, 
Harry Abell, are transmitted to 
the fi eld team and operating 
records automatically updated 
to the management computer at 
Glebe Farm through individual 
iPads using the simple Dropbox 
system.

An individual approach
“The technology allows us to 
manage our scale of operations 
with the individual fi eld care 
and attention we’ve always seen 
as vital,” stressed Bill Wright. 

Precision data is everything for large-scale growth 
at Wrights Agriculture

The business-wide IT system at Wrights 
Agriculture is also used to:
+ Manage all fi eld operations to detailed work plans
+ Maintain all operational and fi eld records
+ Ensure all the right products are in the right places at the 
 right times
+ Provide all team members with the most cost-effective daily 
 travel plans
+ Schedule all machinery servicing and repair on contract 
 with specialists, Farol
+ Organise all seed, fertiliser and agrochemical purchasing
+ Store all fi eld, NVZ, nutrient and other maps
+ Manage all grain drying and storage
+ Organise all farm-saved seed processing
+ Manage all business fi nances with Andersons
+ Give all the farming partners and their agents access to the 
 fullest possible records.

“ SoilQuest scanning 
 and sampling allows us 
 to understand the 
 actual variations in 
 soils across our fi elds, 
 enabling us to be much 
 more precise in our 
 phosphate, potash and 
 lime applications.” 
 Eric Wright

L-R Eric and Bill Wright

“We manage all our crops by 
individual soil zones rather than 
fi elds. This means we can fi ne-
tune our farming from Day One, 
rather than having to move 
forward by trial and error.”

Precision in action
“Recently we’ve been moving 
to variable seed rates for all our 
crops, varying winter wheat 
sowing from 100 to 400 kg/ha in 
some fi elds as much to combat 
grass weeds as to even-up 
establishment. We’re also using 
satellite imagery through the 
Agrii Precision Services portal to 
vary our nitrogen applications.

“Harry and I are now starting 
to use satellite images  to 
fi ne-tune our wheat and OSR 
fungicide and PGR rates too,” 
he added. “This season, for 
instance, we’ve been increasing 
our T0, T1 and stem-extension 
applications in the thicker areas 
of the crops carrying greater 
risks of disease and lodging, 
while reducing rates in the 
thinner areas.”



Inspection statistics regularly show 
Cross Compliance failures are linked to 
rules involving record keeping, Nitrate 

Vulnerable Zones (NVZ) regulations are 
a key example of this.  It is important to 
manage your risk of BPS fi nes during 
Cross Compliance inspections by 
understanding what is required from you 
and to keep adequate record keeping.

Now the new cropping year is upon us 
it is important to get your NVZ compliance 
record keeping up to date and start as 
you mean to go on.

Using software to help with record 
keeping is highly recommended.  Not 
only do these tools keep everything in 
one easily accessible place but they will 
highlight when compliance is not met 
for the majority of limits, there are some 
exceptions.  Be aware the data you get 
out of these programs is only as good as 
what you put in.  Below are key areas to 
be wary of when it comes to autumn NVZ 
inspections.

1. Check your NMax compliance from 
the previous cropping year.
Ensure you have setup your record 
keeping correctly, take into account crop 
market and expected yield (remember 
to base this on proven yield records not 
what you would like to achieve!).  These 
factors will signifi cantly affect whether 
NMax limits have been exceeded so it is 
important to get this right.  Please note the 
NMax is a limit not an aim.

2. Check your Field Limit compliance 
from the previous cropping year.
The Field limit is all to do with Total 
Nitrogen from organic manures, the limit 
is 250kgN/ha. Again software can be 
a useful tool for keeping an eye on this 
but the same rule applies, it is only as 
good as what you have entered. For this 
rule when importing organic manures 
it is important to get it analysed so you 
and the program know what you are 
applying to the crop. A key area where 

software 
can let you 
down is 
when ensuring 
the 12 month rule has been adhered to.  
To double check this with many of the 
programs you must go back a cropping 
year to cross check if the same fi eld 
has had an organic application in 2 
consecutive years and whether this was 
within 12 months of each other.

3. Nitrogen Planning
You must plan your individual fi eld 
nitrogen applications prior to any 
nitrogen applications.  If you are unlucky 
enough to get an autumn inspection 
remember your planning must have 
taken place before any autumn oilseed 
rape and organic manures applications.

Please note Agrii do offer confi dential 
one to one advice to help with achieving 
compliance so please get in touch if you 
would like to take advantage of this.

Environmental Update/Study Award
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Another year, another record to keep
Beth Metson – Agrii Environmental Consultant 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Four farm professionals 
of the future from across 
the country have been 

awarded bursaries of £1500 
this autumn as part of Agrii’s 

Best of British Study Award 
Scheme 2016. The scheme 
was set up to reward those 
passionate about the future 
of British farming, and help 

them in their current studies 
and future career plans.

You can read the full stories 
of all four of the winners at 
www.agrii.co.uk.

A big thank you to 
everyone who entered the 
study award competition.

Agrii Best of British Study Awards: The Results

THE WINNERS ARE:

Louise Burden 
(Bishop Burton)
Bishop Burton foundation 
degree student, Louise 
Burden (20) is putting her 
award to use in examining 
the value of a range of 
cover crops in supporting 
lamb fi nishing as part 
of her family’s Yorkshire 
arable contracting 
business.

Andrew Low 
(Scottish Rural University 
College)
Coming from a non-
farming background, and 
with more than 6 year’s 
experience as a full time 
tractor driver, 29-year-old 
Andy Low is studying for 
an HNC in Agriculture. 
Ineligible for local authority 
funding, he is putting his 
bursary towards a year’s 
tuition fees.

William Watts 
(Harper Adams)
Harper graduate William 
Watts (26) is using his Agrii 
award to attend the 6th 
International Symposium 
of Biofumigation in South 
Africa, to present a paper 
on the subject, which he is 
studying for his PhD.

Robert Coe 
(Contract sprayer)
25-year-old Robert Coe 
is currently building his 
own contract spraying 
business on the Norfolk/
Suffolk border. He is using 
his award to undertake a 
BASIS Certifi cate in Crop 
Protection.
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Nutrition Update/Spring Barley Initiative

Spring barley is an increasingly 
significant component of the rotation on 
many farms. When grown well, spring 

barley can return solid gross margins and 
there is an opportunity to push this crop to 
deliver more towards the profitability of the 
farm business.

The Best of British Barley Initiative will 
provide you with:
+ Unique insights into Agrii spring barley  
 R&D results via local meetings and on  
 farm through your Agrii agronomist
+ Local ‘best practice’ utilising our  
 benchmarking data
+ A pre-season seminar and field visit to  
 our AgriiFocus Technology Centre with  
 Dr Syed Shah who’s conducted pioneering  
 crop nutrition work on spring barley

Making Spring Barley Perform in 2017

Phosphorus (P) is the second most 
important element in crop nutrition 
after Nitrogen, and crops need 

sufficient P to complete their life cycle.  
Under the best environmental conditions, 
as little as 10 to 25% of the P applied to the 
soil is actually taken up by the plant in 
the first cropping season. This is because 
a considerable part of the phosphate 
fertiliser becomes unavailable to the 
crop due to the activity of cations such as 
calcium and magnesium. 

The influence of these cations can be 
reduced by using a P Reserve coating on 

TSP or DAP granules, or a polymer called 
Avail.  

Statistical analysis  of the results of Agrii 
trials into the effectiveness of P Reserve 
and Avail tends to recommend the use of 
P Reserve or Avail coated TSP or DAP for 
enhancing the availability of phosphate to 
crops, especially on high (above 7) or low 
(5) pH soils.

For more information on P Reserve 
please speak to your local agronomist 
or fertiliser product manager.  Agrii can 
formulate a variety of fertilisers with P 
Reserve specific to crop requirements.

How can phosphate uptake be improved?
“ A standard application of  
 70kg/ha of P2O5 using TSP  
 treated with P-reserve resulted  
 in an additional 1 t/ha yield  
 over standard TSP on high pH  
 (7.9) and calcareous soil. This  
 is an extra £58/ha MOIC over  
 TSP alone.”
 Dr Syed Shah AgriiFocus R&D Manager

+ Access to the best range of varieties,  
 linked to buy-back contracts if required
+ Detailed agronomy management  
 and field specific recommendations on  
 crop protection & nutrition 
+ Attractive finance package for all spring 
 barley inputs

Your investment:
+ We ask for a commitment to source  
 agronomy advice, seed, crop protection  
 and micronutrition products from Agrii,  
 for an agreed hectarage of spring barley
+ Agrii Finance arrangement available  
 if required

To register your interest, please speak with 
your usual Agrii contact, or Mark Thomas on 
07860 619571.

Agrii has pioneered high 
performing agronomy 
programmes for spring barley 
on a range of soil types, and 
with growing interest in this crop, 
we invite you to join our Best of 
British Barley Initiative in 2017.

TSP+Avail TSP+Avail TSP+Avail TSP+AvailTSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP+ 
P-Reserve

TSP TSP TSP TSP

Trial 15359-Effect of timing and application of different phosphate fertilisers on grain yield of winter wheat 
(Revelation) at AgriiFocus. 

Drilled on 6th Nov 2014-Harvested on 9th Sep 2015-P-index 2.3, pH =8.0
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> 15 locations in the East –   
 40 locations nationwide 
> More than 100 logistics   
 employees
> Local teams who 
 understand the area
> Drivers who know your 
 specifi c requirements 
 on farm
> Over 100k orders are 
 delivered each year
> 98% of orders are on time 
 and in full – sets the   
 standard for the industry

LOCAL AND RELIABLE

PEACE OF MIND
> If spraying is missed,   
 agronomy customers 
 can return unused   
 product
> All products and advice 
 supplied is covered by 
 warranties and   
 professional indemnity

CUSTOMER SERVICE
> Dedicated customer 
 services team 
> Extended working hours  
 in busy summer months

IT’S AS EASY AS THAT
> With Agrii, your 
 agronomist and our depot 
 teams take the strain 
 when it comes to   
 organising your orders
> Direct from your 
 agronomist’s computer, 
 to the depot, to the farm... 
 using the latest supply   
 chain systems to ensure 
 the stress is taken out of  
 ordering the products that 
 you need.
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Contact Details/Agrii Logistics 

Did you know? 
Focus on Agrii 
logistics in the East 

 For more information please email charlie.lewis@agrii.co.uk

FARMING ON TIME
> All products from one 
 place, to the right store 
 at the right time
> No waiting for separate 
 deliveries from different 
 suppliers
> Same day deliveries if 
 urgently required

AD-VAN-TAGE
> We have more than 70 
 lorries and vans
> Vehicles are maintained 
 to the  highest standard

WE’RE COMING….
> Opt-in to receive delivery 
alerts by phone/text to let 
you know time of delivery 
> Plan your day without 
worrying about delivery 
times 
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1. Fincham
2. Leadenham
3. Lenham
4. Thoresway

Agrii iFarm locations in the East
Your local Agrii iFarm

Your local Technology Centre
5. Stow Longa
6. Throws Farm

Enquiry Contact
Numbers
Agronomy Enquiries
Customer Services
0845 607 3322
                                                                 
Agrii Consultancy Services
Paul Pickford
paul.pickford@agrii.co.uk
07909 925413
                                                                 
Fertiliser Enquiries
Peter Read 
07836 387 686 
Tom Land
07730 764 043
Stuart Menhinick
07770 334 141
                                                                 
SoilQuest
Stuart Alexander
stuart.alexander@agrii.co.uk
07889 413 190
                                                                 
Seed Support and Variety
Sales Information
Kevin Woodman  Simon Hobbs
07768 507 204 07770 643 365
Angie Baker Ross Dawson
07796 193 895  07912 043 305
Sam Gallagher  Richard Lawrence
01522 515 204 07836 567210
Louise Rawlinson Paul Taylor
07721 788943 07525 234309
                                                                 
Farm Saved Seed
Mark Taylor
mark.s.taylor@agrii.co.uk
07836 527 251

Hugh Boswell
hugh.boswell@agrii.co.uk
07740 926 119
                                                                 
Fruit Crops
Kevin Workman
kevin.workman@agrii.co.uk
07802 981 080
                                                                 
Vegetable Crops
Chris Wallwork
chris.wallwork@agrii.co.uk
07885 252 455
                                                                 
Weather Stations
Neil Obbard
neil.obbard@agrii.co.uk
07885 252 418
                                                                                                 
Event Enquiries
Charlie Lewis
charlie.lewis@agrii.co.uk
07789 942493  
                                                                 
Crop Marketing
Paul Taylor 
paul.taylor@agrii.co.uk
07525 234309
                                                                                                 




