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Variety Positioning

• Once the most widely grown winter barley but now starting to decline.  It had a wide 
geographical appeal but it performed best in the East where it became a significant variety 
helping growers to extend their rotations. Its best performance is on heavy land and it can 
sometimes match the hybrids on higher potential sites. 

• A high tillering variety with a prostrate growth habit. It is relatively short, moderate stem 
stiffness and relatively early in its maturity. Lodging was been an issue on some farms and 
this prompted as shift towards KWS Tower and more recently KWS Orwell. Ensure that a 
robust PGR is used especially on high potential or fertile sites. 

• A reasonable disease package but weak on Mildew and Rhychosporium where it is weaker 
than other leading varieties and needs monitoring. Resistant to Barley Yellow Mosaic 
Virus.

Data source: www.cereals.ahdb.org.uk/

Fungicide-treated grain yield (% controls)

United Kingdom (9.6 t/ha) 101

East region (9.6 t/ha) 101

West region (9.6 t/ha) 101

North region (9.4 t/ha) 101

Untreated grain yield (% treated control)

United Kingdom (9.6 t/ha) 80

Grain quality

Specific weight (kg/hl) 69.1

Screenings (% through 2.25 mm) 2.4

Screenings (% through 2.5 mm) 7.8

Nitrogen content (%) -

Agronomic features

Resistance to lodging (1-9) 6

Straw height without PGR (cm) 85

Straw height with PGR (cm) 82

Ripening (+/-SY Venture, -ve = earlier) -1

Winter hardiness # -

Disease resistance

Mildew (1-9) 4

Yellow rust (1-9) [9]

Brown rust (1-9) 7

Rhynchosporium (1-9) 4

Net blotch (1-9) 6

Ramularia (1-9) 5

BaYMV R

Soil type (~50% of trials are medium soils)

Light soils (9.5 t/ha) 101

Heavy soils (9.8 t/ha) 101

Agronomic characteristics

Lodging without PGR (%) 10

Lodging with PGR (%) 7

http://www.cereals.ahdb.org.uk/

