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News round-up and diary notes
+   The Agrii store at Welshpool Market has now been granted 

permission to sell POM/VPS Medicines. Drenches, vaccines 
and fly control products, etc. are now available from this site. 
Contact Nigel Ellis for further information on 07964 798161. 

+   Agrii welcomes Stuart Davies to the Animal Health Sales 
Team. Stuart is based in the Ludlow office. He lives in South 
Herefordshire and in addition to working in his home territory 
will also be covering Worcester, and parts of Warwickshire. 
You can contact Stuart on 07870 898422.  

+   Early Order Rebates are now available for the range of 
Rumenco and Downland Feed Blocks. Speak to your Agrii 
Animal Health representative regarding this offer.   

+   Make sure that breeding ewes and store lambs entering your 
farm are vaccinated. Store lambs: Ovivac P Plus. Breeding 
ewes: Heptavac P Plus. Two doses will be necessary at a 4 to 6 
week interval if sheep have not been treated.

+   Sheep Scab monitoring is important for replacement ewes and 
store lambs. To avoid any possibility of the infection spreading 
to your flock, bought in sheep should be treated with Zermex 
Sheep Injection while being isolated from the main flock for a 
minimum of 12 days.

+   Pre Tupping Bolus. Agrii is now stocking the Downland range of 
both sheep and cattle boluses.  These are being manufactured 
by Agrimin for Downland and will fit existing bolus guns. 
The sheep bolus, (Downland Essential), will provide 180 day 
availability of cobalt, selenium and iodine and is available with 
added copper for areas where copper levels are low. Do not use 
copper boluses in breeds susceptible to copper, or sheep housed 
for long periods and fed concentrates.

+   Lifeline Pre Calver buckets are still available on offer with one 
25kg bucket free with every 5 ordered. We’re also offering 1 free 
with every 10 ordered on other buckets on the range.

+   Lungworm – an autumn problem in cattle, which can cause 
considerable weight loss. Speak with your Agrii advisor for 
product advice. 

+   Free forage analysis is available to enable correct balancing 
of future feed programmes. Contact your Agrii advisor or our 
Ludlow office for more information.

+   Liver Fluke management and control should form part of your 
future drenching strategy for the next months. Even in low risk 
areas early dosing is important as soon as October, with another 
drench in January. In high risk areas additional treatment 
should be considered in November or December and January 
or February. A Further treatment to treat adult fluke can then be 
given in April or May. 

+  SPECIAL OFFER – whilst stocks last.  5 ml Automatic 
Vaccination Pack, including Sterimatic Automatic Needle 
Sanitising System. Only £5.50 each. Don’t be disappointed,  
order today!

The Ludlow Shop and Office

Contact us
Please get in touch  
with any comments  
or questions about  
any of the issues in  
this newsletter.    
Ludlow:          
01584 872134
Presteigne:     
01544 260140
Knighton:        
01547 529073

Clean Sweep

Environmental Issues

Animal Health Update

Clean Sweep buckets are 
a mineral/vitamin/trace 
element product  

in 25kg tubs, including the 
natural active ingredient, 
diatomaceous earth. 

David Thornton, Rumenco’s 
Technical Manager explains: 
“The inclusion of this alternative 
ingredient helps to keep 
on top of worm burdens, 
where control strategies are 
already in place, while the 
overall bucket formulation 

supports a balanced intake of 
essential vitamins and trace 
elements. The mode of action 
of diatomaceous earth is the 
key feature of Clean Sweep, 
and helps maintain low worm 
burdens in cattle and sheep.  
It consists of hard shelled algae 
deposits, the structure of which 
means they naturally adhere  
to the waxy cuticles of intestinal 
worms and subsequently 
interfere and kill parasites  
by dehydration”.
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The new Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme 
(CSS) is now open for 

applications. The scheme has 
an annual start date of January.

For the January 2016 start 
date applications need to be 
with Natural England by 30th 
September.

There are five year mid-
tier and higher-tier schemes, 
alongside a capital scheme 
with 1 – 2 year grants available.

One of the main differences 
compared to historic 
environmental schemes is 
that the CSS is competitive, 

therefore farmers are not 
guaranteed to be accepted. 
The schemes are focused on 
local priorities. Interactive 
maps and information sheets 
are available for geographic 
regions demonstrating these 
priorities. These can be found 
at: www.gov.uk/government/
collections/countryside-
stewardship-statements-of-
priorities 
Fitting applications to these 
priorities will increase the 
chance of success.

The first steps are to call 
your Natural England office 

for an application pack and 
familiarise yourself with the 
priorities in your area.

The CSS manual is available 
from: www.gov.uk/guidance/
countryside-stewardship-
manual

Natural England can issue 
hard copies if you do not have 
access to a computer or the 
internet.

If you have any queries or 
require further information 
contact Karen Fisher at the 
Ludlow Office or on her  
mobile: 07774 710 799.

+  Cleaner fleeces

+   Improved daily live 
weight gains
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Lameness can be a real challenge for 
sheep farmers at this time of year, 
with estimated losses from lameness 

costing farmers between £6.00 and £10.00 
per ewe. And with the pre-tupping 
season fast approaching, ewes and rams 
need to be in prime condition to ensure 
reproductive success.

Scald is a particular issue on a lot of 
farms and dealing with this problem as 
quickly as possible will help to improve 
welfare and avoid any negative effects on 
flock performance that could carry over for 
an extended period – even to next year’s 
lambing.

Footbath treatment forms a vital part 
of the EBLEX five-point plan to tackle 
lameness caused by foot rot and scald. 
Digicur is extremely effective in this 
scenario and can also be used as a 
preventative measure.

Digicur is a proven product for killing the 
bacteria which cause scald and foot rot. Its 
unique non-formalin formulation makes 
it a very safe choice for the user. Digicur 
works by forming an invisible seal around 
the coronary band, drying on contact with 
immediate effect.

Work out the correct volume of your foot 
rot bath to ensure an exact calculation of 

Tackle Lameness and improve flock 
profitability with DIGICUR (no Formalin 
or heavy metals)

product versus water volume. The table 
above will enable you to calculate the 
correct volume of liquid for your foot bath.

Ensure that the solution is deep enough 
to completely cover the coronary band 
and that the disinfectant goes fully up 
and in between the cleats, 10 cm depth 
would be the recommendation. By regular 

foot bathing at the right concentration 
and depth, it is possible to kill and remove 
bacteria, clean the hoof and reduce 
lameness – helping to maintain improved 
flock performance.

The recommended rate of Digicur is 1.0 
litre per 100 litres of water, at a cost of 
approximately £3.20 per 100 litres. 

Condition Scoring
When should condition scoring be used?

At Weaning: 
Condition scoring at weaning 
or at the very latest eight weeks 
before tupping is vital. By 
undertaking condition scoring at 
this time, enough days are left to 
modify condition before tupping 
takes place. 

At Tupping: 
The second time to condition 
score is at tupping. This gives 
the flock manager a check 
to see that target scores are 
reached and also aids planning 
for the early part of pregnancy. 

Mid Pregnancy: 
The third time is at mid 
pregnancy. This still gives time 
to improve the feeding level for 
the flock and to check on any 
individuals in poor condition 
before the most stressful period 
of late pregnancy and early 
lactation.

Footbath Length (m) Footbath Width (m)        Volume of Liquid (litre)

2.5 0.7 175

3.0 0.7 210

3.0 1.4 420

3.5 0.7 245

4.0 0.7 290

4.5 0.7 315

Table showing how to calculate the volume of liquid that your footbath holds
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Tup 2 Ewe 
Bucket

Lamb Weaning & Trace 
Elements

At the time of writing the sheep 
trade in general is not at all 
exciting. However sheep producers 

introducing Tup 2 Ewe Buckets before 
tupping can expect up to a 15% increase 
in lambing percentage. These results are 
according to independent studies at 12 
sites, where breeding ewes were offered 
Tup  2  Ewe buckets compared to ewes 
receiving no supplementation.

Feed Superstock Tup 2 Ewe for an 8 week 
period. Offer for 2/3 weeks pre-tupping and 
during the remaining weeks while the tup 
is working. This will improve utilisation of 
grazing and allow ewes to achieve and 
maintain body condition for optimum 
reproductive performance.

In late summer and early autumn, as 
the year progresses, grass quality 
declines, and unfortunately does not 

provide the essential trace elements to 
the degree that is needed. 

It is important to make sure that 
weaned lambs do not lose condition. 
Lambs looking “open coated and 
unthrifty” at this time will benefit from  

Rutland Electric Fencing
Agrii has recently taken  

on an agency for Rutland  
Electric Fencing. 

All energisers and most of their other 
products are manufactured in the 
company’s own factories, thereby giving 
direct control over design, quality and 
availability. 

With its own in-house research and 
development team, Rutland can react 
very quickly to market demands and 
technological advances, thus ensuring 

the end user always has an up-to-date 
product.

As a special introductory offer if 
you bring in a Rutland, or any other 
manufacturer’s energiser (any condition) 
and trade it in for any new Rutland 
energiser, Agrii will give a £20 discount.

a vitamin trace element boost.
Product choice will depend on the 

requirements of the lamb. Oral drenches 
will in many cases provide broad vitamin 
and trace element components. Boluses 
will provide mainly selenium, cobalt and 
iodine with added copper if required. 

Oral drenches will last approx. 4 to 6 
weeks, boluses up to 120 days for lambs.

Contact Stuart Davies for further information on 01584  872134 or 07870 898 422.


