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he incidence of footrot on farms and sheep suffering from
lameness is totally dependent upon weather conditions.
Wet weather, wet grazing conditions and housed ewes at
lambing time are the main factors affecting this condition.
Weaning and post weaning
are an ideal time to assess the
status of the flock regarding
footrot. Even in a dry summer,
it is important to identify
problems before the disease
may become established in the
latter part of the year, when
weather conditions become
wetter and disease levels
can increase. The housing of
sheep pre and post lambing
is probably the worst time for
transfer of footrot, so an early
programme of control is well
worth consideration before
potential problems occur.
Vaccination is an aid to
treating footrot and preventing
lameness by stimulating the
animal’s immune system.
Vaccination should be given
on a whole flock basis and
timed to be given just before
increased disease risk.
MSD the manufacturers of
Footvax™ suggest a 5-point
plan to assist in the control of
footrot:
1. Culling: Cull persistently
affected sheep, especially
before the start of a
vaccination programme.
This brings a reduction
of lameness in the flock

as infected animals are
constantly passing on
infection.
2. Avoid: Avoid disease
transmission by paying
attention to good hygiene.
Minimise the gathering of
flocks unless absolutely
necessary and use suitable
hygiene practices.
3. Treating: Ideally sheep
should be treated within
3 days of an outbreak,
to reduce the incidence
of passing on infection.
Affected animals should
be isolated for condition
monitoring and to reduce
disease spread.
4. Quarantine: A standard
biosecurity procedure for
bought in stock should
be a minimum 4 week
period. If sheep show
signs of lameness during
quarantine, isolate them and
treat appropriately before
they are introduced to the
flock.
5. Vaccination:
Vaccination programme:
Withdrawal period zero
days.
This should be tailored
to meet individual flock
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requirements which may
vary from season to season,
according to the likely
incidence of footrot.
Whenever possible, a
whole flock vaccination
programme should be
adopted. By this means
disease incidence in the
flock will decline and
subsequent disease risk
from the environment will be
greatly reduced.
Prevention Programme:
Commence vaccination with
a single dose of Footvax™,
further doses will be required
according to flock disease
status caused by potential
climate change, for example
wetter weather causing
poached pastures. If after 4 to
6 weeks significant levels of
disease remain in the flock, or
weather conditions conducive
to footrot persist, a further dose
is advised.
With severe and constant
challenge, re-vaccination may
be necessary at 4 to 6-month
intervals. Conversely, under
favourable weather conditions
and when the vaccination
programme begins to become
effective, re-vaccination may
be delayed until such time
that the disease challenge
increases.

(continued on page 02)
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With lameness estimated to
cost £89.80 per affected
ewe, now’s the time to stamp
out the disease

Implement the Five-Point Plan
and reduce your antibiotic
usage for treating sheep
lameness

Catch sheep within three
days of going lame and treat
appropriately

Quarantine bought-in sheep to
avoid the spread of lameness
infections

Average lameness prevalence
in the national flock has
dropped from 10.6% in 2004 to
4.3% in 2013; try the
Five-Point Plan

Evidence modelling shows
a cost benefit to whole flock
vaccination if lameness
incidence due to footrot is more
than 2% of sheep affected

Cull any ewe that goes lame
more than twice

To minimise footrot incidence
vaccinate sheep to coincide
with high risk periods such as
winter housing

Introducing
new
Mineral Lines

Post-weaning is the best time
to start implementing the
Five-Point sheep lameness
reduction plan

Reduce the chance of lame
sheep spreading disease
to other ewes and lambs at
gathering. Implement the
Five-Point Plan now

Avoid the spread of the
bacteria that cause sheep
lameness problems – use
hydrated lime around high
footfall areas

W

e have recently
introduced new
lines and updated
our existing mineral range.
The new and extensive
range of products include
minerals for beef, sheep,
suckler cows and dairy
enterprises.
The products on offer are
of high quality, with added
vitamins and trace elements
to meet the demands of
today’s livestock needs,
helping to overcome
deficiencies, maintain
stock health and increase
performance.
If you are unsure of the
mineral profile required to
suit your livestock needs,
we can help to determine
the correct products needed
from results obtained from
forage sample analysis.

1. Clements et al. Veterinary Record (2014) 10.1136/vr 102161
Footvax® contains antigens from 10 serotypes of Dichelobacter nodosus and is indicated for the active immunisation of sheep as an aid to the prevention of footrot and reduction of lesions of footrot. Legal category POM-VPS .
Refer to the packaging or package leaflet for information about side effects, precautions, warnings and contraindications. Further information is available from the SPC / Datasheet or Intervet UK Ltd trading as MSD Animal
Health. Registered office Walton Manor, Walton, Milton Keynes MK7 7AJ, UK. Registered in England & Wales no. 946942. Advice should be sought from the medicine prescriber.
Use medicines responsibly. For more information please refer to the Responsible Use sections of the NOAH website.
Footvax® is the property of Intervet International B.V. or affiliated companies or licensors and is protected by copyrights, trademark and other intellectual property laws. Copyright © 2019 Intervet International B.V.
Tel: 01908 685 685 • vet-support.uk@merck.com • www.msd-animal-health.co.uk
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Please get in touch with
your Agrii contact for further
information.

Get ready for
Tupping

T

he tupping period and flushing of breeding sheep if
required are critical points in the annual cycle, as they
largely determine output at lambing time. Most sheep
breeds come into natural oestrus triggered by shortening day
length, but this time of year also corresponds with declining
nutritional values in grazing. Nutrition is key during this period
as it affects body condition of sheep (BCS), which has been
proven to be the biggest influencer of breeding success.

Background
Summer weather has been
kind this grazing season.
Adequate grass covers going
into sheep breeding season
should mean that less in
the way of supplementation
is required to maintain or
improve body condition.
Forage aftermaths that are
green, young and leafy
generally provide good
nutrition, but because of the
time of year their digestibility
value and therefore energy
levels can be compromised.
The only solution to this is
to consider supplementary
feeding. A good rule of thumb
is that sheep turned on to
rested pasture should gain
0.5 units of body condition per
fortnight. Where lambs have
been weaned early, it may
be the case that ewes are too
good in condition, in which
case they need to be slimmed
to the recommended 3-3.5
BCS. If available, a bare or
old pasture could be grazed,
or ewes could be housed to
negatively flush them prior to
turning out for tupping.

Nutrition
Adequate grass covers that
provide 1.5-2.5kg DM/day
over 8-10 weeks are required
depending on breed intake
(3% of bodyweight = kg
dry matter intake/day). The
critical major nutrient that will
influence breeding success
is energy (ME value). The
value will be higher in young
regrowth compared with
mature swards that have gone
leggy or have seeded. Ideally,
pastures containing an ME of
10.5-11MJ/kgDM will work well.

more lambs than their past
3-year average, then these
supplements should be
considered.

If in doubt, get it tested! Protein
is not relevant at tupping time
and in fact can be detrimental
if too high, because the ewe’s
metabolism will have to
excrete excess requirements
for rumen function and this
demands more energy.
Certain minerals and trace
elements are also important
for breeding success. These
should be measured in your
pasture and an appropriate
mineral supplement should
be given that supplies the
elements that are missing.
In this area (Shropshire),
cobalt, selenium and iodine
can be deficient in pastures.
Less likely to be deficient are
zinc, copper and manganese.
Phosphorus shouldn’t be
deficient if the pasture has
received compound fertilizer,
however this mineral has
been shown to improve
appetite and therefore intake
of grass if supplemented. A
good mineral supplement,
either offered as a feed block/
bucket or in a drench/bolus
might be all that is required
if the tupping pasture is of
good nutritional quality and
supplies an adequate intake.
Generally, though, this isn’t
the case and offering a high
energy supplement containing
minerals and trace elements
caters for all situations.
Some tupping supplements
now contain fish oil as an
additive. This is a source of
Omega 3 fatty acids which
have been shown to improve
pregnancy rate by increasing
the number of eggs produced
at each oestrus and by
increasing the libido of the
tups. If you feel your breeding
females should be producing

Supplementary feeding
It is accepted practice
these days to consider
supplementary feeding
selected groups of sheep that
are likely to benefit the most.
For example, ewe lambs,
yearlings, old/thin ewes,
broken mouth ewes and tups.
This should commence 2-4
weeks pre-tupping to get the
sheep in to the ideal BCS by
the day the rams are turned
in to the ewes. The same
supplement may then be
used for the whole flock once
tupping commences, or later
during tupping when the best
pasture has already been
creamed off, or if a change of
pasture is needed part way
through (not recommended
practice).
The ideal flushing/tupping
supplement is one that is
palatable, because sheep
would much rather eat fresh
grass, contains a high ME
value (12.5-16MJ/kgDM), low
protein level, is non-urea and
has good levels of minerals,
trace elements and vitamins.
Optilyx Energy (16 ME), Ewe

Flusher (14 ME) buckets and
Rumevite Sheep Super Energy
feed blocks (13ME) meet these
criteria. These supplements
are formulated for free-access
feeding, so there is a massive
time and labour-saving aspect
to them as well. Sufficient
blocks can be put out to grass
to last a week or more to save
disrupting the sheep with more
frequent visits.
It is recommended to offer one
bucket/block per every 40-50
sheep and to spread over the
whole tupping ground, rather
than placing all in the nearest
gateway. Placement close to
the water source will generally
result in higher consumption
if required, but the target is
2-3 buckets per week per 100
sheep. Total consumption over
an 8-10-week period is around
0.5 tonnes per 100 sheep,
costing £2-3 per head.
If it’s only minerals and trace
elements that are required,
Agrii’s Superstock Ewe
and Lamb bucket (that also
contains fish oil) is a good
option. Consumption of this
supplement is much lower
at 25-30g/day, so for the
period, 9 buckets are required
per 100 ewes at a cost of
approximately £1.20 per head.

Covid-19 Update

A

cross all Agrii sites we are strictly complying with current
regulations relating to the Covid-19 pandemic. We would
like to thank all our customers for their cooperation,
patience and understanding during this time. The shops in
Ludlow, Presteigne, Knighton and Stockton remain open,
however we ask customers to adhere to the relevant changes
and government guidance in place at the time of visiting. We
are working hard to keep running as near to normal as possible
during these difficult times. The virus situation is changing
constantly, and we will continue to keep you informed of any
further changes. Enjoy the rest of summer and autumn and keep
safe.
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Plan ahead
for full season,
sustainable
worm control

that treatments are not wasted
when burdens are low.
Collecting 10 fresh samples
for a pooled worm egg count
will give a good indication
of the worm burden in the
group. If samples are collected
7 days after treatment with a
grp 2-LV (yellow) wormer, or
14 days after all other groups,
this will let you know if any
worms have been left behind.
As the predominant worm
species changes through the
grazing season, repeating
the ‘drench check’ after every
treatment will give an idea of
which worms are surviving
which treatments. See https://
farmanimalhealth.co.uk/ukfah-worms for video tips on
sampling.

M

anaging the gut round worm burden in lambs is
essential if lambs are to grow well and reach slaughter
weight (or tupping weight for replacement ewe lambs)
with minimal concentrate feeding and extra cost.
Planning the season’s worm
management strategy
can start before lambs are
born. Assessing pasture
contamination from the
previous grazing season
(a major factor in spring
and early summer parasite
challenges) allows the
grazing management plan to
be tailored to avoid grazing
young lambs on high risk
pastures.
Wormers are vital for any
worm control plan, but
reliance purely on wormers
in the past has led to the
development of anthelmintic
resistant worm populations.
Most farms will have a degree
of resistance to one or more of
the three older wormer classes
1, 2 and 3. Worryingly, around
one quarter of farms has had
resistance to more than one
active1.
While wormers may appear
to be working, enough worms
can be left behind after
treatment to significantly
impact growth rates, which
can be reduced by up to 50%
without any visible signs4.
Checking to see what has
been left behind after any
treatment is the best way to
identify the problem early.
Grazing management can
also help to manage worm
challenge and reduce reliance
on wormers. When wormers
are used, three factors will
drive the development of
resistant worm populations4:
1) Over use e.g. frequent use
of the same group or dosing

animals ‘just in case’, when
the worm burden is low
2) Under dosing (underestimating animal weights
and/or not calibrating
dosing equipment) - allows
more worms to survive
treatment, increasing the
frequency of resistant genes
in the population

Grp4-AD (orange) and
Grp5-SI (purple)
These are the newest groups
available, and to date,
there has been very little
resistance detected worldwide
to either group. Effective
worm management relies
on strategic inclusion of the
newer actives now.

3) Worming animals when
the refugia population is
low (i.e. the part of the worm
population not exposed to
the treatment, e.g. worm
eggs and larvae on pasture).
This reduces the chance of
‘diluting’ resistant worms
surviving treatment, most
likely when lambs are dosed
and moved to clean pasture,
or when ewes are wormed
at lambing time.

This removes any resistant
worms left behind by previous
treatments, allowing lambs to
reach their growth potential
and make the most of late
season grass. It also reduces
the number of resistant worm
eggs reaching pasture in the
autumn, which as mentioned
is a major factor affecting
pasture worm burdens in the
spring.
Agrii would like to thank
Elanco for their permission for
the use of this article.

References:
1. Wales Against Anthelmintic
Resistance Development
(WAARD) Final Report 2015
2. McMahon et al Anthelmintic
resistance in Northern Ireland
(I): Prevalence of resistance
in ovine gastrointestinal
nematodes, as determined
through faecal egg count
reduction testing. Veterinary
Parasitology 195 (2013) 122–
130
3. Glover, M., Clarke, C.,
Nabb, L., Schmidt, J., 2017.
Anthelmintic efficacy on
sheep farms in southwest.
England. Vet. Rec. 180 (15),
378.
4. www.scops.org.uk
Zolvix contains monepantel
and is indicated for treatment
and control of gastrointestinal
worms in sheep. Legal category
POM-VPS. Refer to the product
packaging and leaflets for
information about side effects,
precautions, warnings and
contraindications.

The worm challenge to
grazing lambs is heavily
weather dependent. The hot
dry conditions of summer 2018
meant that there was little or
no worm challenge from June
to August on many farms, with
no need to treat during those
months. The warm, damp
autumn that followed that year
allowed the worm population
to flourish, so the level of
worm challenge increased
dramatically from September
to November. The recent warm
weather has already given an
early Nematodirus challenge
in some areas. See www.scops.
org.uk/nematodirus

Zolvix™ (monepantel, grp4AD) should be used as a farm
protection (quarantine) dose
for all incoming sheep to
avoiding buying in resistant
worms (see www.scops.org.
uk for guidance on effective
quarantine treatments) and as
a break dose for all remaining
lambs. The timing of this
treatment will vary depending
on summer weather conditions
and should replace one dose
of a Group 1, Group 2, or
Group 3 wormer in the second
half of the grazing season.

Checking lamb dung samples
for worm egg counts is an
easy way to monitor worm
burdens, ensure lambs are
treated when they need it and
04

Further information is
available from the Summary
of Product Characteristics. For
further information call Elanco
Animal Health on +44 (0)1256
353131 or write to: Elanco
Animal Health, Lilly House,
Priestley Road, Basingstoke,
Hampshire, RG24 9NL, United
Kingdom. Advice should be
sought from the medicine
prescriber prior to use.
Zolvix, Elanco and the diagonal
bar logo are trademarks of
Elanco or its affiliates. ©2020
Elanco or its affiliates. PMUK-20-0289. May 2020.
Use medicines responsibly
www.noah.co.uk/responsible
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Please get in touch with
your Agrii contact for further
information and costings
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News from Stockton

Reminders

Update from Paul Glasper

T

 grii can provide a range of lamb finisher compounds to suit
A
your requirements. These can be supplied in bags or bulk.
We have an excellent working relationship with our supplier
Lloyds Animal Feeds, offering high quality products at
competitive prices. Your Agrii contact will be happy to provide
further details.

We’ve also seen a steady growth in interest in forage crops.
Having our contracting team working from the same depot,
we have been drilling a lot of stubble turnips, forage rape and
re-seeding and over-seeding grass leys along with introducing
herbal leys, which has been a great support for our livestock
farmers. We have started a trial looking at different herbal ley
mixes in grazing grass leys, measuring the forage nutrient
content and worm burden throughout the season. We are looking
forward to the results!

 or replacement breeding ewes, make sure that sheep scab,
F
roundworms (checking on possible resistance) and liver fluke
is not a problem that may be introduced to your farm. Treat
accordingly and quarantine where advised to do so. If in doubt
about roundworm infestation, Agrii can provide a Faecal Egg
Count service to determine the need for roundworm control.
It is advisable to enquire from the vendor regarding the
drenching programme previously used, so that you can then
determine how to approach a continued and safe programme
when replacement stock arrives onto your farm. Also make
sure that breeding ewes are covered for both clostridial
disease and pasteurella when brought to your farm.

he Animal Health side of the business is continuing to grow
at Stockton. We’ve had new interest from customers who
were not aware that we could supply such a varied range
of livestock products, as well as offer advice for sheep, cattle,
equine and companion animals. Continued support from our
suppliers is greatly appreciated and helping the business.

Silage production in the region has been ok, however after
a very wet autumn and a dry period in the spring we highly
recommend that you take silage samples. We can then take them
in for analysis, test the quality and subsequently offer advice on
winter feed programmes based on the results. This will ensure
your livestock are getting everything they need to continue
DLWG targets..

 or those autumn calvers, Rotavec Corona is designed for
F
the active immunisation of pregnant cows and heifers to raise
antibodies against E coli F5 (K99) antigens, rotavirus and
coronavirus.
When calves are fed colostrum and milk from vaccinated cows
for up to the first 4 weeks of life, these antibodies have been
demonstrated to:

In terms of our new Faecal Egg Count service, we are still looking
to identify 5/6 farms in the area to monitor. We’d like to monitor
both sheep and cattle farms for the next 12 months in order to
get a clearer idea of the worm burden at different sites, to build
a picture of what is happening on our doorstep and check
anthelmintic resistance. If you are interested please get in touch
with the depot for more details. Stockton: 01642 588585

 Reduce the severity of diarrhoea caused by E coli F5 (K99)
 Reduce the incidence of scours caused by rotavirus
 Reduce the shedding of virus by calves infected with rotavirus
and coronavirus
 eep your store lambs in good condition score. Increase
K
growth by making sure that the correct mineral, vitamin
and trace element product is administered in the event of
deficiencies which may occur because of the reduction in
forage values as the year progresses. Agrii Superthrive Lamb
and Ewe will provide a broad-spectrum drench including
protected trace elements and vitamins.

Animal Health virtual event

 or late summer problems of fly infestations on cattle we can
F
supply garlic buckets, proven to reduce nuisance fly numbers
and also a range of insecticides, giving fly control for up to
six weeks. NB, if feeding garlic buckets, the product should
be withdrawn 21 days before slaughter for meat producing
animals and 7 days before parturition if milk is intended for
human consumption.
 or those customers thinking of a late cut of forage, a reminder
F
that Agrii hold a large range of products for your crop
packaging needs.

Go paperless!

Join us early autumn for a comprehensive
roundup of livestock and forage updates and
videos from our animal health experts.

Sign up to receive this newsletter by email and receive
an Agrii cap.
Please email info@agrii.co.uk with your account
number, name and postal address.

The event will be live from Monday 21st September.
Agrii customers registered to receive communications
will receive an invite with an access code. If you do not
receive communications currently or are not an existing
customer, please register your interest by emailing
info@agrii.co.uk or visiting
https://www.agrii.co.uk/events/

Your privacy: As an existing or potential contact of Agrii, the information contained in
this document is designed to be relevant to your business and of interest to you. You
have the option to opt-out or unsubscribe at any time. Please just contact us using the
details above, to let us know.
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