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Winter Oilseed Rape    

October 31st heralded the last day for the application of 

Centurion Max to WOSR crops. Where it has been applied 

blackgrass control seems to be generally working well – see 

picture (right). Don’t forget that it is necessary to follow up 

applications of Centurion Max with further grass weed control 

for stewardship purposes, but ensure the 14 day window has 

passed. Soil temperatures are beginning to fall and effective 

propyzamide applications are likely to be from mid-November. 

Dow are now sending weekly updates on soil temperature. Fox 

applications without oil may be applied, but until we get frosts it 

is still a little early for Fox with oil for charlock control.  

Some crops have now received their first fungicide applications 

and bigger plants may well have had some growth regulator 

applied to help with rooting and to keep the growing point low to the ground over winter. Downy mildew 

can still be found in the mild conditions but is unlikely to cause damage on larger plants. Phoma is likely 

to be more prevalent in the milder conditions, although in many places it will not yet be at the 10% 

threshold for treatment. Early low doses of fungicide can delay disease development and give greater 

flexibility for later treatments.  

Continue to keep an eye out for slug damage and reports of Turnip Saw Fly larvae may be evident in 

some crops.  

Aphids continue to be found on crops in the mild weather, including Myzus persicae the main vector of 

Turnip Yellows Virus (TuYV). Please check crops and where wingless aphids can be found on crops 

consider spraying. In some places insecticides have already been applied, others are likely to be applied 

any day now.  

WOSR can benefit being set up for winter with a good selection of micro-nutrition to help plants establish 

robust root systems by floret initiation (end Nov/Dec). Setting up root systems now, before winter sets 

in is therefore crucial. Multi nutrient products that contain boron, magnesium, manganese, molybdenum, 

sulphur and nitrogen can help with this.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Magnesium deficiency, Essex                         Manganese deficiency, Essex  

Photos courtesy of Tom Land 
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Winter Wheat      

Winter Wheat is now emerging nicely in most places. Although 

on first wheat after OSR slug pressure remains high. If pellets are 

required remember to adhere to metaldehyde stewardship 

guidelines which include a maximum total dose of metaldehyde 

of 210g from 1st August to 31st December or use Sluxx as a non-

metaldehyde option.  

Where WW is reaching GS12 and Deter seed dressing has not 

been applied BYDV control will be necessary. Gout fly eggs have 

also been found on some areas, pyrethroid sprays such as those 

recommended for BYDV control can help. Discuss T-Sum with 

your agronomist to time applications most effectively.  

Where WW is still being drilled pre-ems are mostly now on farm. Generally pre-ems have been reported 

to be working well. Peri and early post-ems continue to be applied, whereas in some earlier drilling 

situations follow up post ems are being considered.  

In some places management of annual meadow grass (AMG) and broad leaved weeds (BLW) in the 

autumn post-emergence can be beneficial through the removal of competition for space and nutrients 

and can also help avoid expensive spring follow ups. AMG and BLW control may well coincide with 

BYDV management. Winter control for volunteer beans is particularly important as they can get so 

large.  

Where rapid growth has occurred manganese deficiency can now be seen in some places, and crops 

will benefit from foliar applications of nutrition, this can also offer other benefits particularly on second 

wheat’s as part of a Take All defence helping to increase rooting.  

Winter Barley     

As WW, where the WB has been planted it is now GS 11 - 12, although some places there is still some 

to drill and many will be taking advantages of this week’s weather window. Where crops are GS12 and 

seed was not Deter dressed, BYDV control is now required. Where Deter was applied, utilise the T-

Sum to decide timing. Continue to watch out for slugs, and where pellets are required adhere to 

stewardship guidelines.  

Early drilled crops may be susceptible to early disease pressure if the weather remains mild so watch 

out for powdery mildew and net blotch in particular. There is some evidence from Agrii trials that an 

autumn fungicide can be beneficial.  

Where blackgrass has come through pre-emergence control the options are very limited. However you 

could consider a flufenacet top up.  

Again as in wheat, rapid growth can lead to manganese deficiency apply foliar nutrition accordingly. 

Winter Oats     

Oats are especially susceptible to BYDV so follow the wheat guidelines on control and timing. There 

are a couple of post-emergence options for BLW control in oats, however, the most likely time for crop 

damage is peri-em so proper post-em use is advised. All of the options are SUs so are subject to 

following crop and sequencing restrictions – beware.  

 

WW at AgriiFocus, Syed Shah. 
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Winter Beans      

Weather permitting, drilling is just getting underway. Aim for a plant population of 18 plants m2. To work 

out seed rates accurately use the thousand seed weight. If seed is ploughed in expect seed losses to 

be up to 15%, drilling in the seed gives much greater accuracy and less chance for seed loss. Pre-em 

weed control is invaluable due to the lack of post-em options and the uncompetitive nature of the crop 

– however, soil temperatures remain too warm for effective propyzamide applications so bear this in 

mind where drilling into problematic blackgrass fields. Remember propyzamide applications are pre-

emergence only in winter beans.  

Grassland     

The end of October signifies the end for applications of many grassland herbicides. Options are much 

broader in the spring, particularly for new leys that were planted this year. Control should now wait until 

February when product windows begin to open again. The recovery of weeds will also be reduced if the 

grass is growing vigorously at the time of treatment.  

Sugar Beet 

Late lifts have benefited from up to three applications of fungicides, Good yields are being reported and 

Winter Wheat is now being drilled in behind. Fodder Beet, in some cases has only had one fungicide 

but a second spray now looks like it would have been a good investment.  

Potatoes 

Plenty of potatoes still to lift, waiting for reports to come in detailing yields and quality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


