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The Welsh Government has published an updated BPS payment calculator.  Claimants can 

enter their 2014 entitlement value and the eligible area claimed for 2015 and the calculator 

will produce an estimated payment, in Euros, for 2015-2019.  This updated calculator uses a 

phased approach to the Redistributive Payment (RP), which will be phased-in over the same 

period as the Regional Average payment.  This means the RP will take 5.96% of the direct 

payment budget in 2015, rising to 29.8% in 2019.  National reserve and young farmer 

payments are not included in the calculator.  The calculator can be found at 

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/bas

ic-payment-scheme/basic-payment-scheme-payment-calculator/?lang=en 

The Welsh Government is writing to a number of BPS claimants requesting evidence of being 

a farmer (note this is not Active Farmer).  It is predominately affecting those who declared all 

permanent grassland but have not indicated that they have any livestock.  This is often the 

case in a grazing license agreement where the licensee owns the stock.  Evidence will need 

to be sent within 10 days of the letter.  Evidence can include copies of invoices used for weed 

control, evidence of control of non-native invasive weeds, flock or herd records, seed receipts 

etc. 

A second Expression of Interest window has opened for the Glastir Woodland Restoration 

Scheme. EOI’s can be submitted between 16th October and 13th November.  40 applications 

were received during the first round.  

The first phase of Farming Connect’s new programme for knowledge transfer and innovation, 

‘Develop Your Business’, has been launched.  The aim of the project is to help farm and 

forestry businesses modernise and become more resilient.  

A chairperson and four members are sought by the Welsh Government for the Agricultural 

Advisory Panel for Wales.  The board will not only set wage rates and employment terms and 

conditions but will also look at the challenges facing Welsh agriculture such as training 

opportunities and encouraging new entrants. Applications must be received by 13th November.  

Provisional UK crop production figures have been published by DEFRA.  Despite better 

yields wheat production is down 3% compared with 2014, barley production increased by 5% 

to 7.3 million tonnes.  Wheat and barley have both seen record yields;   

Crop ‘000 ha and t/ha 2014 2015 % Change 14-15 

Wheat -area 1,936 1,833 -5% 

 -yield 8.6 8.8 +2% 

 -production 
‘000t 

16,606 16,129 -3% 

Barley -area 1,080 1,119 +4% 

 -yield 6.4 6.5 +2% 

 production 
‘000t 

6,911 7,281 +5% 

Oilseed Rape -area 675 654 -3% 

Sugarbeet -area 116 90 -22% 

Field Beans -area 107 168 +57% 

Combining Peas -area 32 43 +36% 

Fallow -area 160 193 +20% 

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/basic-payment-scheme/basic-payment-scheme-payment-calculator/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/farming/schemes/basic-payment-scheme/basic-payment-scheme-payment-calculator/?lang=en
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Grandfather Rights, which allow people born before 31st December 1964 to use pesticides 

without a certificate of competence will not apply after 26th November 2015.  From this date 

all those using pesticides must have a qualification e.g. PA2. 

The EU has failed it mid-term targets under Biodiversity 2020, with little progress made in 
most areas.  The aim of Biodiversity 2020 is to halt biodiversity loss and restore ecosystems.  
However, it is hoped that the introduction of Greening will help the EU meet its targets.  Of the 
5 key targets just one is on track to reach the target by 2020; progress on Invasive Alien 
Species is reported as good, with the first list of 37 species due to be adopted soon.  There is 
concern that if targets are not reached by 2020 further regulation could follow.  

Provisional UK livestock population figures have been published by DEFRA.  Unusually the 
beef herd increased, it has been on steady downward trend for the past decade.  The increase 
could be a ‘blip’.  The rise in the dairy herd has slowed and if current conditions continue there 
could be a decrease seen next year.  Although total pig numbers are down the breeding herd 
is up indicating the industry remains positive.  

 

Number – ‘000 Head 2014 2015 % Change 14-15 

TOTAL CATTLE & CALVES 9,837 9,890 +0.5% 

Of which      Total Breeding 
Herd 

3,411 3,455 +1.3% 

                      Dairy Herd 1,841 1,877 +2.0% 

                      Beef Herd 1,569 1,577 +0.5% 

TOTAL SHEEP & LAMBS 33,743 33,555 -0.6% 

Of which      Breeding Flock 16,026 15,988 -0.2% 

TOTAL PIGS 4,815 4,725 -1.9% 

Of which      Breeding Herd 
Total 

406 407 +0.9% 
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Grain Market Comment 

Following weather improvements at the end of the harvesting period across the EU, the EU 

Commission has raised its grain yield estimates. EU soft wheat yield is now estimated at 

5.86t/ha, up from 5.81t/ha in September. Wheat production in the UK is above 16 million 

tonnes and with the large carry over stock from last year’s record crop (almost 1Mt higher on 

2014), the situation does not look good for prices. A slow start to the UK wheat export 

campaign if being hampered by a strong pound.   

The barley market is also well supplied, both yields and areas are up. Prices for this harvest 

have regularly dipped below the £100/tonne mark. Giving us our highest exportable surplus 

since the 1990’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unsurprising after the big jump in area planted, the pulse harvest is large. As with barley and 

wheat the export market is being impacted by exchange rates. Many EU countries have seen 

pulse areas rise, partly thanks to Greening and partly very high prices last year, and 

subsequently there is plenty available. The key buyer, Egypt, is facing a number of cashflow 

difficulties too with a number of early shipments still awaiting payment.   

Global grain prices could also be put under pressure if the anticipated fall in maize imports to 

China materialises. High domestic production is expected for 2015/16, up around 10Mt 

compared to the previous season. However, the end of China’s stockpiling policy could have 

a greater impact with maize purchases thought likely to fall by around 50% in a bid to reduce 

state stock piles.  

 

 

Comment as at the 30th October 2015 

 

 

  

PRICE CHECK (£/tonne) 

Crop:- Nov 15 May 16 Nov16 

Wheat – 
Feed 

117 126 127 

Barley – 
Feed 

100 108 105 

Oilseed 
Rape 

250-
260 

253-
263 

235-
245 

Guide Ex-Farm prices as at 30/10/15 
(assumes crop assured) Prices kindly 
provided by Glencore 
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Futures Prices 

Wheat Nov 2015 £114.90/t (-2.10/t) 

 Jan 2016 £117.85/t (-2.45/t) 

 Nov 2016 £128.25/t (-2.75/t) 

 Mar 2017 £133.05/t (-1.40/t) 

Rapeseed Nov 2015 £266.56/t (-5.76/t) 

 Feb 2016 £272.15/t (+0.57/t) 

 May 2016 £270.71/t (+1.16/t) 

 Nov 2016 £258.26/t (+1.26/t) 

As at 30th October 2015 
Figures in brackets indicate movements since the 30/09/2015. 

Wheat futures prices based on London LIFFE 
Rapeseed futures prices based on Paris MATIF 

Currency Check 

Bank Base Rate 0.50% (0.50) 

Current Inflation (CPI) -0.1% (0.0) 

Euro - € : £ €1 = £0.7214 (£0.7385) 

US Dollar - £ : $ £1 = $1.5333 (USD) (1.5167USD) 

Euro - € : $ €1 = $1.1061 (USD) (1.1203USD) 

As at 30/10/2015, last month’s rates are shown in brackets 

Single Farm Payment / Basic Payment Scheme 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2019 

Total Welsh Modulation * 11.5% 11.5% 11.5% 15%* 15%* 15%* 

Example Arable Payment 
£/ha after deductions 

£239.3 £220.4 £224.5 £191.2 £190.0 £124.0 

* in 2014, Modulation was replaced with Pillar Transfer 

Livestock Market 

Liveweight (30th October 2015) Change (month) 

 All steers 188.7p/kg (-0.2) 

 All heifers 196.6p/kg (+2.4) 

 All young bulls 177.0p/kg (-5.4) 

Sheep SQQ lambs 141.0p/kg (-12.2) 

Source: Markets in Wales AHDB. 

Milk Market 

 

(Published figures as at 30th October 2015) 

 

Global Dairy Trade Auction has fallen by 3.1%. There are a number of uncertainties over future 

global supply. Production is New Zealand is lower but output in the US and EU remains high.   

Muller Wiseman will take over Dairy Crest’s liquid milk operation leaving Muller and Arla as 

the main player in the liquid market.  

For further information please contact: - 

Paul Pickford National 07909 925413 paul.pickford@agrii.co.uk  

Neil McLean West 07711 235249 neil.mclean@agrii.co.uk  

 

Global Dairy Trade Auction ($ per tonne) (change y/y) 

October 2,735 (+95) 

Milk Production (Million Litres)  (y/y change) 

Sept 1,157 (+9.2) Cumulative 7,545 (+141.1) 

Milk Price (ppl) Brackets indicate movement since last month 

Farmgate  AMPE  

Sept 23.61 (+0.33) Oct 17.69 (-0.27) 

mailto:paul.pickford@agrii.co.uk
mailto:Neil.Mclean@agrii.co.uk

