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Winter Oilseed Rape   

Last week’s rain has boosted growth but there are still quite mixed crops on farm ranging from 2 – 8 

true leaves. First graminicides have been applied and some crops have had Centurion Max where 

blackgrass is a problem, early reports suggest it is working quickly and effectively. Some are still waiting 

for further blackgrass emergence after the rain however. Where Centurion Max applications have been 

made and the 14 day window has passed the next step will be a follow up, however soil temperatures 

are around 15°C so are too high for effective propyzamide applications as yet. As we have not yet had 

any frosts, it is still a little early for charlock control.  

In places where herbicides have taken priority it is now time to consider the autumn fungicide 

programme. Downy mildew can be quite easily found, but is unlikely to cause damage on larger plants. 

Phoma is just starting to show although it is not yet at the threshold of 10% infection. Early low doses 

of fungicide can delay disease development and give greater flexibility for other treatments. Where 

crops are larger consider an autumn PGR application.  

The risk period for adult cabbage stem flea beetle is coming to an end, when plants reach four true 

leaves the threshold is 50% damage for treatment. Slugs continue to cause problems in some places, 

particularly after the rain and on backward crops. If pellets are required remember to adhere to 

metaldehyde stewardship guidelines which include a maximum total dose of metaldehyde of 210g from 

1st August to 31st December, otherwise use a non-metaldehyde option ie. Sluxx.  

Aphids are being found on crops including Myzus persicae the 

main vector of Turnip Yellows Virus (TuYV). Please check 

crops and where wingless aphids can be found on crops 

consider spraying. In some places and high risk areas 

insecticides have already been applied, others are likely to be 

applied any day now.  

WOSR can benefit being set up for winter with a good 

selection of micro-nutrition, multi nutrient products that contain 

boron, magnesium, manganese, molybdenum, sulphur and 

nitrogen can all help with autumn vigour and ensure a healthy 

plant going into winter. There may well be some fields that 

have poor soil structure as a result of last year and these in 

particular will benefit from foliar applications. Quark or 

Nutriphite PGA can help boost rooting and autumn growth.  

Winter Wheat   

On farm approximately 80% of the WW is in, the exceptions are 

the second wheat’s and some fields with high blackgrass pressure, 

we are now waiting for the weather to change in most places to get 

drilling completed. For earlier drillings that have emerged begin to 

think about BYDV control. Deter will offer approximately six week’s 

protection from the date of sowing, but in the absence of Deter 

consider the T-Sum equation from the date of emergence. Gout fly 

eggs have also been found in some areas. 

Pre-ems have generally performed well, and in some situations peri-em and early post-ems are being 

applied.  

Gout Fly Egg, Crop Monitor 

Myzus persicae, Syngenta.  
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Slug activity is high in some places particularly following OSR. If pellets are required remember to 

adhere to metaldehyde stewardship guidelines which include a maximum total dose of metaldehyde of 

210g from 1st August to 31st December or use Sluxx as a non-metaldehyde option.  

Winter Barley   

As WW, the WB is generally in now with the main 

exception of barley behind maize. Again where Deter 

has not been applied T-Sum should be considered for 

BYDV control. Continue to watch out for slugs, and 

where pellets are required adhere to stewardship 

guidelines.  

Winter Oats  

Oats are especially susceptible to BYDV so again 

consider T-Sum.  

Winter Beans   

Weather permitting, drilling is just getting underway. Aim for a plant population of 18 plants m2. To work 

out seed rates accurately use the thousand seed weight. If seed is ploughed in expect seed losses to 

be up to 15%, drilling in the seed gives much greater accuracy and less chance for seed loss. Pre-em 

weed control is invaluable due to the lack of post-em options and the uncompetitive nature of the crop.  

Grassland  

Grass seed has been going in until recently, with soil temperatures still high and good amount of 

sunshine, but following the recent rain these have likely come to an end. The autumn grassland weed 

control period is also drawing to a close with many products having autumn timing restrictions. Options 

are much broader in the spring, particularly for new leys that were planted this year, as there are many 

more options for leys greater than one year old.  

Of the autumn products available, they are suitable for use as long as the weather is warm and weeds 

are growing. Do not use once we begin to get frosts as the efficacy of grassland herbicides will drop, in 

this case control should be left until the spring. The recovery of weeds will be reduced if the grass is 

growing vigorously at the time of treatment.  

Of the active ingredients that are repeatedly being found in water, grassland actives are amongst some 

of the most common. Ensure you are using best practice, and that any LERAPs are adhered too. 

Roots  

Soil testing for both potatoes and sugar beet is getting underway prior to considering where to plant 

next year’s crop. PCN testing potato fields is critical. If the history of the field is unknown then it is correct 

to assume there is a PCN issue and make sure it is thoroughly tested. The SoilQuest team are now up 

and running with our new PCN testing system.  

Sugar beet fields should be tested for pH and sodium content as well as for P, K and Mg.  

 

BYDV in Oats in Spring, Bayer 


