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Winter Cereals   

Winter cereals are starting to move particularly with a few days of dry weather anticipated. Soil temperatures 

at AgriiFocus are now 6.5°C and are rising weekly. Fertiliser applications have started and crops are generally 

looking well. Manganese deficiency is showing up on susceptible soils, where this is the case treatment 

should be a priority. Winter wheat in general will benefit from the application of Manganese, Magnesium, 

Zinc, Copper & also Sulphur. On winter barley manganese and magnesium are the key micros. 

Timings are approaching for T0’s on wheat and some winter barley has already reached T0. The T0 mix can 

often be quite complex with the addition of foliar nutrition, weed control and PGRs. Discuss tank mixes with 

your agronomist.  

Many of the lush forward crops of wheat have mildew and septoria already showing, so T0 management 

needs to be robust enough to deal with this. The addition of a CTL based product can provide a robust start 

to a septoria programme, but where yellow rust is present consider a folpet option. In winter barley a T0 could 

be based on Helix, but remember you are restricted to two applications only. PGR recommendations this 

year are a little more complex than usual due to product labelling and availability.  

Early cleaver control can be crucial where populations are high, in some places cleavers are still looking blue 

and active growth has not yet re-started but will do soon when temperatures warm up. Brome and spring 

blackgrass are starting to emerge, and where management applications were not applied in the autumn, 

spring options should be considered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: (Left) Winter barley at AgriiFocus; (Right) Dickens winter wheat at AgriiFocus, March 2015.  
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Oilseed Rape   

Winter OSR is coming out of the winter with GAIs of anywhere from 

0.5 – 2. Regardless of autumn treatment LLS control should be a 

priority, particularly as we are in a potentially high risk season. We 

are already experiencing widespread reports of LLS and treatment 

is going on accordingly. Incubating leaves can help to assess if 

LLS is present in the crop.  

Growth regulation is also key to early spring management. There 

are a couple of newer options available this spring in Toprex and 

Caryx. Galera applications where still required will need to be on 

soon and must be before flower buds are visible above the canopy. 

Beware flower buds will move quickly in warmer temperatures. 

Boron is in high demand, and OSR will show good responses to 

magnesium, either as Kieserite or as a foliar addition. Manganese 

may also be beneficial on susceptible soil types.  

 

 

 

Spring Cereals    

Spring drilling may be rising to the forefront of growers minds with improved weather conditions. Consider seed 

bed fertiliser to help establishment. Pre-em options are as last year, and unfortunately it is not looking like we 

will have the Liberator spring wheat EAMU for this spring. Unfortunately Defy is no longer available in spring 

wheat, it is still available in spring barley. 

Spring Beans   

Drilling of spring beans will be getting underway, pre-ems are important as there are very limited post-em 

options.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Winter oilseed rape on the 

Cotswolds, March 2015. 


