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Winter Cereals     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 (L): Winter Wheat at Fincham Ifarm (R) Tip of leaf 3 emerging. Photo taken 21.4.15 

 

The majority of T1 fungicide applications have been applied to winter wheat and winter barley, the next crucial 
application timing will be at T2 to the fully emerged flag leaf in wheat and at awns emerged in barley. Ideally 
this will be 3-4 weeks after the T1, however some crops are rushing through growth stages so beware. In 
wheat T2’s will mainly be a mixture of an SDHI, the most curative and effective is Imtrex, combined with a 
stacked triazole such as Brutus (Epoxyconazole + Metconazole) or Kestrel (Prothioconazole + 
Tebuconazole). Many crops have low levels of disease due to the dry conditions, however remain vigilant as 

septoria can be found on older leaves and could quickly explode if the rain comes. In winter barley targeting 

the awns is particularly important for brown rust control.  
 
Winter wheat will benefit from the application of magnesium and boron. Winter barley will also benefit from 
an application of magnesium. 
 
Final BLW clean up is likely to occur at T2, cleavers can be very well controlled by fluroxypyr and Wild oat 
control may also be necessary in some places. 
 

Spring Cereals     
 

Spring wheat and barley have grown on well, 
however on the lighter soils, lack of rainfall has 
slowed development and in some fields nitrogen 
has not been taken up in the amounts required to 
sustain active growth. Growth stages are highly 
variable as a result of this with some crops only 
just emerging and some mid-way through tillering, 
dependant on drilling dates. Weed emergence is 
variable with dry conditions reducing the 
effectiveness of some residual applications. 
Things should start to change now following the 
rain.  

Figure 2: Spring barley with a strip showing a greener crop, this is an area where blackgrass was removed 
in the previous crop and therefore has left more available N, thanks to Tim Hannam for the photo. 

 

Tip of Leaf 3 
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OSR     
 

The majority of oilseed rape crops will now be receiving their first flowering fungicide application for 
Sclerotinia control. Protection lasts approx. 3 weeks so in situations of prolonged flowering a follow up spray 
towards the end of the flowering period may be required. The aim is to prevent infected petals from 
transferring infection to the leaf and stem during petal fall. The main fungicide actives being used are 
prothioconazole based products e.g. Kestrel and Azoxystrobin based e.g. Priori Xtra and Boscalid. If stems 
do become infected there can be a very significant reduction in yield, individual stems can die before the 
seed has formed properly. Reports of seed weevil have also been high, so the addition of an insecticide may 
be prudent. Hopefully most oilseed rape crops have had applications of magnesium and boron, the critical 
trace elements at this stage of growth. 

 

Pulses   
 

Most winter bean crops are now showing flower buds and the earliest 
starting to flower. The first fungicide application to protect them against 
Chocolate Spot (Botrytis Cinerea) and Rust usually correlates with this 
timing. A second application at the mid flowering stage should complete 
the program if it remains relatively dry.  
 
The addition of foliar nutrition especially manganese and boron can 
help to boost crop health and natural resistance to Downy Mildew.  
 
Spring beans and peas are emerging in most places but are in need of 
some rain. Pea and been weevil is causing damage in some places and 
where this is the case insecticide should be applied.  
 

Figure 3: Winter beans just coming into flower.  

 

Sugar Beet    
 

In most cases beet is now growing away very well, weed control is critical during the early phases of growth 
and post emergence applications are underway. For larger acreages the broadacre type programs fit well. A 
combination of the major active ingredients; ethofumesate, phenmedipham, desmedipham, metamitron +/- 
lenacil, triflusulfuron with an interval of 10 days between treatments gives great spraying flexibility and should 
control weeds at true leaf stages of growth. Volunteer potatoes and thistle patches will be evident soon if not 
already, they will require specific treatment. 

Potatoes   
 

Shropshire potato planting coming to an end. The planting 

season has been very kind to date with only recent rain having 
an effect. In some places crop emergence has immediately 
been removed by frosts. Potato blight programs are also 
starting at emergence of the crop, there is a significant risk of 
blight infection coming in on the seed, from dumps or 
neighbouring fields.  
 

Maize   
 
Maize planting is underway with the May Day drilling date 
now passed. Soil temperatures are still rising, but with a 
couple of days of colder and wetter weather many growers 
will be on hold again. The use of pre-emergence options can 
aid weed control.  
 

Figure 4: Potato field in Shropshire where 
residuals were applied successfully about 4 
weeks ago. 


