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Winter Cereals   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1 (L): Checking Growth Stage in a crop of WWheat in Kent close to GS30. Figure 2 (R): Active Septoria Lesions 

with traces of brown rust cv Edgar.  

 

Cold conditions have largely delayed T0 spray applications until the first week in April. The most obvious 

disease showing is Septoria Tritici, although there are reports of active yellow rust within canopies of the 

more susceptible varieties which will quickly build once temperatures rise. Where this occurs Yellow Rust 

control must take priority, otherwise it can be a problem all the way through the season. Where septoria alone 

is prevalent CTL is the favoured multisite, but where rust is also a problem trials have shown the advantage 

of Folpet mixes.  

Some of the more forward crops of barley have been treated with fungicide and where this was the case 

crops had carried quite high levels of disease over the winter.  

Spring blackgrass applications have also been delayed, however most has now been sprayed with 

mesosulfuron + iodosulfuron herbicides. Some new spring emergence is starting. Where at all possible avoid 

tank mixing blackgrass control with the T0 fungicides. 

Adjust and Meteor have formed the core of PGR programs, particularly as they work well in colder conditions. 

Early splits are advantageous for backward crops to stimulate root and shoot growth. Shorter splits can help 

to manage more forward crops, as part of this the addition of Trinexapac based products at T0 can provide 

extra growth regulation.  

Winter wheat will benefit from the application of Manganese, Magnesium, Zinc, Copper and also Sulphur. 

Winter barley is mainly looking for the Manganese and Magnesium but will also depend upon soil types. 

Broad leaf weeds are now starting to emerge and in many cases herbicides will be added to the T1 fungicides 

when conditions are more conducive to active growth and hence best control.  

Spring Cereals   

Growers have taken the opportunity to drill spring barley and most of the crop is now in on the lighter land. 

For spring wheat a large acreage was planted before the end of January and drilling is coming towards an 

end. On the heavier land where blackgrass is an issue, drilling has been delayed in order to apply glyphosate, 

this will then be followed by a pre-em based product, many of which are approved under the EAMU scheme. 

With a competitive crop hopefully blackgrass will not prove to be too much of a problem in spring cereals this 

year. 
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Figure 2: Light Leaf Spot in a forward crop of Oilseed Rape in Kent. 

 

Light Leaf Spot is the main disease threat in OSR at present, in some cases agronomists advised growers to 

apply two fungicides in the autumn period which had done a good job in managing the disease. However, LLS 

is a polycyclic disease and re-infection can occur throughout the growing season. Certainly as we approach 

growth regulation timing i.e. stem extension to green bud, the addition of a LLS active fungicide is pertinent. 

OSR will certainly benefit from a top up of Boron, Manganese and Molybdenum at this time also.  

 

Generally very low levels of pollen beetle in crops at present as they don’t fly until temperatures reach 15°C, 

careful monitoring will be required to ensure crops are protected during the critical green/yellow bud stages.  

 

Spring Beans   

 

Most of the beans have been drilled on the lighter soils, pre-emergence herbicide application is very important 

as post-em options are very limited. As crops emerge they need close inspection for weevil damage, seen as 

notching on the leaves. Most of the yield reduction is due to the soil borne larvae feeding on the developing 

root nodules, therefore it is important to control the adults before they lay the next generation of eggs. Options 

are limited to pyrethroid options. Pheromone based trapping is advised, with a threshold of an average of 30 

weevils across 5 traps set on the headland.  

 

Sugar Beet / Fodder Beet   
 

Despite the cold conditions, sugar beet drilling has got underway, pre-emergence treatments based around 

chloridazon can provide some time and will help to sensitise the weeds to the following post emergence 

programs.  

 

Potatoes   

 

Potato planting has started on most/all farms in the west, particularly on the sandier soils. Those seeds planted 

have not moved since planting and wont until the temperatures warm up 6 inches down in the beds. So a long 

wait probably means increased Rhizoctonia. Please make sure the seed is dressed against this disease at 

planting. The heavier soils have not started yet but there is an air of increasing frustration gathering. Please 

don’t rush to plant and smear the seedbed – that is always a disaster!  


